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PREFACE

the purpose of geography is to locate describe

analyze and explain the interrelationships of man and his

environment and insofar as possible explain the origin

of these spatial relationships
geography is not limited to a cubicle of the

worlds knowledge because of its basic tool the map

it is free to enter other scientific fields geography is
perhaps the most widely used science and yet the least
understood it would be easier to say what geography is
not than what it is it is not just the naming of capitol

cities and rivers or the listing of exports from and

importsam toports a remote country it is more than discussing

soils and climates and vegetation it is the study of

mans relationship to the earth and to other men it is
the study of processes and changes upon the earths sur-

face wrought by both man and environment essentially it
asks what happened where did it happen how did it
happen why did it happen when did it happen who did it
happen to and what was his response to the happening

after answering these questions the geographer attempts

to relate them to other events that have happened or are

happening

iii
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I1 am not certain that anyone can define geography

into a neat and universelyuniver acceptablesely concept for with

the rapid expansion of knowledge in the present age the

definition of geography will probably also expand

certainly many things are yet to be discovered in this
world and in the realm of geography it would be sad

indeed to think that we had arrived at the end of

knowledge S

for certain geography is one of the most eclectic

fields of study in the sciences one may select almost any

phenomenon if it is mappable it is geographical it was

this eclecticism which allowed me to complete this study

As a geographer and a mormon I1 felt that
previous studies related to the relic mormon culture region

were only telling part of the story previous work has

dealt mostly with the visual landscape features and loca-

tion of the relic mormon culture region though this is
appropriate I1 felt things were geographically out of

balance I1 concluded that a study of the origin of the

relic region would contribute to understanding and help to

complete the picture

preliminary investigation suggested few studies of

the nature I1 wanted to do I1 wanted to bring perception

into geography which of course was acceptable but I1

also wanted to bring religion into the field of perceptual

iv
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landsclandec

geography this was questionable the paucity of studies

in this area made the challenge even more enticing and I1

succumbed

it is my intent in this study not only to discuss

the landscape features of the relic mormon culture region

but also the origin of these features when a man enters

a region and uses the land he affects changes of a great

variety upon the land these result in cultural landscape

as compared to the original before man natural landscalandscapelandsea
since mans use of the land depends to a great degree on

how he perceives the land we must consider his environ

mental perception if we are to delve into origins

perception as it is used herein includes all those

things of a social psychological and physical nature

which affect the mans attitude about and use of his

environment in the case of the mormon culture region I1

believe most of these items were influenced by religious

doctrines and attitudes the hypothesis then of this
study was that the landscape in the relic mormon culture

region had its origin in the religious perception of the
mormon people that the study fulfilled its purpose

remains for the reader to answer

A debt of gratitude is offered to the geographers

who have been instrumental in guiding me through this
achievement melvin asmottaamott allan H gray russell

v
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horiuchi lloyd hudman richard jackson robert layton

dale stevens and elliot tuttle each in his own way has

been a part of this work if not directly then indirectly
through his teachings and influence on me to them I1 am

most grateful
special thanks go to russell horiuchi for his

original spark of inspiration which opened the way for

this work I1 am especially indebted to richard jackson

for his constant interest and direction the liberal use

of his personal library his permission to use his man

land system in my study and especially his friendship for

he was a friend first and a teacher second

thanks also go to rex wadham and lloyd pack III111ili for

their motivation and continual encouragement during the

preparatory writing also appreciation is extended to

george southern and wendel wheeler for their technical help

on the preparation of the maps and air photos and to don

E norton for proofreading the thesis thanks also to

laurtiz peterson of the church historians office for his

assistance in providing resource material for this study

special thanks go to my wife linda and to my

children aaron and laura lyn for their inspiration and

support and for their willingness to forego time with me

that I1 might complete this study for without their sacri-
fice this thesis never would have been completed
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material presented herein has been carefully

selected from reliable sources if however there is
inaccurate information or erroneous interpretation or

judgment I1 alone am responsible
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jwilbur2wilbur zelinskyZeizel theinsky cultural geography of the
united statesstotes prentice hall inc englewood cliffs new
jersey 1973 p 111

geobrageoqra h

chapter one

introduction PROBLEMS AND background

introduction

the mormon culture region is perhaps one of the

most recent examples of an evolutionary culture region

As a result of its recent development 18471880184716801847 18801680 and its
overall homogeneity in geographic features it has been the

object of many studies

according to one author

the colonists of north america were motivated by
a variety of considerations religious social pol-
itical economic and idiosyncratic with some notable
exceptions however they traveled as individuals or
single families gravitating toward those places
perceived as best filling their aspirations 2

the case of the mormon pioneers as one of those exceptions

exemplifies the development of an evolutionary culture
region

there we see a thoroughly selfconsciousself andconscious
amply documented outingrouting into a remote empty tract

the evolutionary culture region deals with those
that have originated independently from the traditional
culture the people were free to set their own goals and
establishstablishestablish their own culture patterns in an area that was
not dominated by an older culture

wilbur

2

establishbilsh in

P y
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2

of likemindedlike personsminded of highly diverse background
bent upon building a tightly structured homogeneous
society

once the american area had been effectively
settled and had achieved some semblance of economic
and social stability there began a series of pro-
cesses analogous to but less intense than those
typical of the traditional region emotional and
social roots were sunk into the land man and habitat
interacted in an endlessly complex fashion diverse
people met and merged their ideas and ways of life
influences were given to and received from theoutsidethe
in

outside
short a new culture area had crystallized

it is the purpose of this thesis to study specific
aspects of the evolutionary culture associated with the
mormon culture region of specific interest in this study

is the origin of certain perceptual attitudes of the mormon

people and the resultant landscape features which occurred

after the mormon interaction with the habitat of the west

the major hypothesis of this study is that the

saintssaints1 perception of and use of the environment were

dominated by their religious background these three

factors man religious perception and the environment

were responsible for the development of the relic mormon

culture region

consideration of the problems

research concerning the factors affecting the

development of the mormon culture region has focused on a

number of problems the most critical ones are discussed

ibid p

aj ea

the1outside

consid erat3on
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3

in the following pages serving as a basis for background

introduction and formulation of the hypothesis

some of the problems to be considered in man

relationship to the earth are summarized by preston james

nature itself is quite indifferent to human aspi-
rations A land is neither friendly nor unfriendly
except as man has always personified the natural
forces about him and given them human attributes
human perception makes the difference in how land is
used and responds the influence of the natural
environment onan human activity is chiefly one of
limitation and hindrance the stimulus to such
action as will overcome obstacles or take advantage
of opportunities is provided by man himself yet most
of the basic conditions of life are beyond his control
he is still a product of the earth and dependent on
it 1

the following pages will consider these questions

relating to the manlandman relationshipland

1 what is the role of man in relationship to the

land

2 what is the role of perception in directing
man activities on the earth

3 what is the relationship between religious
phenomena and geography

obviously a study of such limited scale cannot completely

answer these questions but it is hoped that in the follow-

ing pages the work can be justified and that some light
can be shed which will increase understanding of these

problems

preston james A geography of man second edition
new york ginn and company 1959 p 6

mans

iven9

mants

sh
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4

the question of the manlandman relationshipRelationland

history
shkrshiR

and philosophy

since the first man appeared on the earth there

has existed a strong bond between man and the land upon

which he lived from that first man have evolved billions
of other men and thousands of relationships with the land

it is primarily the business of the geographer to locate

describe and explain these relationships it is no easy

task and in all probability will never be completed

however these problems afford the opportunity to review

khethe role of various categories of manlandman relationshipsland

and perhaps to clarify their position in geography

ancient

early geographic efforts associated with the man

land relationships were restricted mostly to the descriptive
phase of geography with some attempts to map and explain

variousvacavaravaza phenomenaous such efforts would include herodotus

484425484 BC425 who described places and their inhabitantsinhabitant
eratosheneseratosthenes 276194276 BC194 who devised maps with latitude
and longitude agarthacides 64 bc20BC AD20 who

classified the ethiopian tribes strabo 64 bc20BC AD20

jan 0 M broek geography its scope and spirit
charles E merrill books inc columbus 1965 p 10

2griffith taylor ed geography in the twentieth
century philosophical library inc new york 1957
third edition p 28

stigue ronion

2

geoarqr a phy SCO iritsm

geo 2raph
philosoph calcai
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5

who compiled seventeen volumes describing the ecumeneecumeneeumeneec and

ptolemy who dealt with the location of places in about

150 AD included in this latter work were map projections

and gazetteers posidoniussidoniusPo described the mountain folk of

galicia and hacataeus of miletus conducted a general
2survey of the inhabited world on a regional basis

all of these works were primarily descriptive

rather than interpretive

medieval

during the middle ages such men as ibn batuta 1304-

1368 edrisi 109911661099 and1166 ibn kholdun worked on clas-

sification of people climatic influence on man and the
3role of the city in geography respectively the greatest

geographical contribution dealing with the manlandman

relationship
land

during the medieval period came from cluverius
and varaniusvaranousVar cluveriusanius work introduction to universal
geography was posthumously published in 1626 in 1650

varenius in his geographicgeographiaGeo generalisgraphia organized geographic

knowledge stressing the dualism of the physical and

cultural aspects of the earth he fathered the systematic

bid
21bid p 29

broekbrock geography its scope and spirit p 12

w th

rega

geograthygrarhygRa Rhy 16500

3broek

sification
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beebeo

ulyuey

ppap 363836

J

38

A may kant conceptconcep of geography university
of toronto press toronto 1970 p 12

atayloritaylor geoa raahe
arichard2richard geogrageobra phy

3taylorataylor

6

and regional approach that is prevalent in geographic

concept and methodology today both works marked the

transition from the medieval to the modern period in

geography

modern

according to hartshorne the real studies

involving the manlandman relationshipland did not come into
2focus until the nineteenth century however several

valuable contributions were made in the period between

varenius and the modern geographers which improved upon the

cultural concept of geography achenwalachenialAchen 1748wal and

sussmilch 1747 completed statistical studies of popula
3tion montesquieu studied the effects of nature on man

the forster combination of father johann R and son

johann G who traveled to the south seas with cook

recognized the close tie between man and his environment

they studied such problems as mobility settlement sequent

occupance and population density

immanuel kant was not a geographer nor did he
5claim to be but because of his profound influence on

taylor geography in the twentieth century p 32

2richard hartshorne the nature of geography
science press printing company pennsylvania 1939 p viii

tayloetaylor op cit ppap 343534

ibidbidobldr

35

MO

4

cent

41bido
5 kants f ge universounivers tyoq ra phv I1

41

pav
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7

alexander von humbolt and carl ritter the founders of

modern geography he is included in this review kant

through his philosophical contribution broadened the

scope of geography to include all the present methodological

discussion he also broke down much of the traditional
thought then a part of geography hartshorne and hettner
have given his views fresh currency in recent times

alexander von humbolt 176918591769 was1859 one of the

great figures in classical geography his work is difficult
to summarize for he researched in botany geology physics

chemistry anatomy physiology history and all aspects of
32geography some of his major contributions were associated

with the following geographical concepts empirical

research comparative study cartography and note taking

vegetation regions unity and causality in nature and

systematsystematic studies needless to say his work had a great

deal of influence on the knowledge of manlandman relationland
3ships

carl ritter 177918591779 was1859 the other great figure

in classical geography A friend of von humbolt he too

made voluminous contributions to the fields of science

geographical contributions generally associated with

ritter were regional studies the teleological viewpoint

taylor op city ppi 38380

21bid2 ibidep p 48

ibid

in

3

systemat ic
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ppap 424842

21bid2ibidosibido

48

ppap 636763 67

8

the role of observation in empirical science papers onan

methodology and geography as man centered vonvan humbolts

and ritters work complemented each others and provided

an almost complete and modern framework for modern

geography

friedrick ratzel perhaps reacting to the physical

and morphological emphasis given to geography by frobel

and peschel clearly and firmly established the manlandman

relationship
land

in his books anthropogepqral2hieanthropogeographic and die erde

und das leben eine vergleichende erdkundeErd followingkunde the

darwinian point of view ratzel expanded on ritters work

thus establishing human geography as the study of all those
2features of the earths surface related to man ratzelsratzelratzelt

greatest contributions were to establish a more balanced

viewpoint between the physical and human aspects of geo-

graphy and to motivate many younger students into studies

relating to the manlandman relationshipland

recent

human geographers of recent times are far too

numerous to list but those most influencialinfluential in the man

land area of geography should be mentioned since 1900

most of the geographical work has centered in three

countries the french school included such people as

bidibid

in

1

A inelne
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tayloetaylor op cit appp 636763 67ataylor2taylor

9

vidal de la blache bruchesbrunhesBru sorresarrenhes blanchard and

demangeondemangeontDeman germangeon geographers include von richthofen

hettner and phillippsonphillippsenPhil thelippson american school had such

students as W M davis G P marshe R hartshorne E

huntington E semple and C sauer among others

studies of the relationship between man and the

land have historically been one focus of geography early

attempts to explain this relationship were cause and effect

oriented students involved in these early attempts

included ratzel whose deterministic viewpoint influenced

haeckelhaeckelyeckelyHa buckle huntington demolinsmolinsdemolinaDe and semple from

their work and philosophies especially from semples the

school of environmental determinism evolved which defined

the manlandmaalandman relationshipland as a simplistic causeeffectcause

relationship
effect

in which the environment dictated what man

would do

because of the deterministic theories and davis

work on processes in land forms there has been until
recently a paucity of studies on the manlandman relationshipland

the last decade has seen renewed interest in various

aspects of this relationship the difference in older and

for a detailed discussion on the contributions of
the three schools mentioned see griffith taylor op cit
ppap 7016270 162

dav s PI1 go eo

1

2

renewed

ifor

ppe
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ciracica12hv rand mcnalley company chicago 1959 p 60
hereinafter referred to as perspective

2hartshornechartshorne persnect ve

3ibidbibid

4ibidosibido

present work is that the recent studies do not ascribe

a causeeffectcause relationshiprelationshipseffect

the dualism conflict
originally the concept of a cleavage between man

and nature was extraneous to geography but varenius

general and special geographies rittershittersRitt teleologicalerts
viewpoint darwins theory of evolution and ratzelsratzeltRat

determinism

zels
helped widen the cleavage because of geo

graphsgraphysgraphytsgraphygrap specialhys place astride the physical and social
sciences it was called upon to bridge the gap between

3man and the land

if geography is the study of the earth as the home

of man environmentalism then hartshorne argues that
the environed man is the key to such studies he says

we cannot know what elements of nature need to
be examined until we have a thorough knowledge of
physical and social reactions we cannot start
with nature but rather must first analyze human
and social processes before we can think of the
relationships to nature 4

seesesisee pages 111411 for14 a discussion of these newer
approaches

2hartshorne perspective on the nature of geo-
graphy

bid p 61

bid

10

0 1

co Uflictflicht

2

ts



www.manaraa.com

ppap 636463

this

64

idea is suggested by taylor op cit appp
463465463 hartshorne465 perspective ppap 485448 and54 dr alon
grey of the brigham young university geography department
in a class lecture october 5 1970 taken from lecture
notes for history and philosophy of geography

2thisathis

11

concerning the present view of most geographers

towards the conflict hartshorne in his perspective

says

that geography is under no obligation to science
in general to distinguish among the factors inter-
related in the phenomena it studies between those of
human origin and those of natural origin in
describing and analyzing individualndividualindividual features and
elements we are free to utilize whatever categories
of classifications are empirically significant to
the study of their interrelationships without concern
for the abstract distinction between those of human
origin and those of natural origin 1

though the foregoing may not be satisfactory to

ailallali geographers especially the determinists it does bring

the problem into focus if there is a problem with the

mannatureman dualismnature it is an individual one and it is not

inherent in the field of geography as a whole in short

manlandman studiesland are indeed an integral part of geography

perhaps even a central part because man as the environed

and the studier cannot exclude himself or his attitudes
biases and perceptions from his study

ibid

i

2

ibidop

pps
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the question of mansmars perceptionperc andeptioneptaon
the manlandman relationshipland

perception definition and theory

As is the case with culture landscape region and

numerous other terms perception is extremely complex and

difficult to define the new international encyclopedia of

the social sciences devotes more than fifty pages to a

discussion of its meaning As it applies to the field of

social perception one expert defines it as generally

concerned with the effects of social and cultural factors
on man cognitive structuring of his physical and social

environment it

in

1

a sense environmental perception is a misnomer
2according to saarinen because the stage of research in

environmental perception is still in its infancy therefore
no real body of theory or same has developed however a

survey of recent contributions does disclose some general

areas of development and methodology which have been

expanded within the last fifteen years

A review of recent research would include the
3locational analysts such as peter hagget and david

thomas F saarinen perception of environment
commission on college geography association of american
geographers research paper no 5 1969 p 5

ibid a p 3

3 peter hagget locational analysis inin human geoeo
graphegraphvgregrgrgr new york st martins press 1966

in

perce2t ion

hv

at
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idavidcdavid

2ianbian

4gilbertegilbert

grawigrowi
economveconomyeconome edited by henry jarrett baltimore john hopkins
press 1966 ppap 105127105

thomasthodas

127

saarinen perception of environment
commission on geography resource paper vol V washington
D C association of american geographers 1969 and
perceptionPercee oftion drought hazard on the great plains depart-
ment of geography research paper vol CVI chicago the
university of chicago 1966

david lowenthal geography experience and
imagination towards a geographical epistemology

5thomasbthomas

6davidcdavid

ftpntp department of geographyeography research
paper man response to the physical environment

13
4 5 Q y

harvey lanian burton robert kates gilbert white

thomas saarinen david lowenthal and others have made

david harvey explanation in geographygeobrageogra newkohvohv
york st martins press 1969

lanian burton and robert W kates perception of
hazards in resource management natural resource journal
illIII111lii 1964196401964o

3robert kates hazard and choice perception ipja
flood Uplain managementmanagemc

the
journal of social issues XXII 1966 ppap 1512715 which127 he
coeditedco withedited J F wohlwillwohwillWoh andwill natural hazard in human
ecological perspective hypotheshypothesishypothec and models economic
geography LVII 1971 ppap 438451438 see451 also the work he
authoredcoauthoredco in which burton is cited in footnote number one

gilbertglibert white choice of adjustments to floods
department of geography research paper vol XCIII chicago
the university of chicago 1964 and formation and role of
public attitudes environmental quality in A growing

annals
of the association of american geographers LI 1961 ppap
241260241 the260 english landscape

the geographical review LVIII 1968 ppap 616861

additional

68

research in the area of environmental
perception includes kenneth thompsonthompsons work insalubrious
california perception and reality annals of the
association of american geographers LIX 1969 ppap 50-
64 gerard rushton analysis of spatial behavior by revealed

1 2 3

5 6

4

others7

perce pt3on

mans

3s
t

do

b
th gcoqjrap ical

7additional

ass ociatjlon geoqx 8ahers2hers

am-erican
coauthoredcoauthored by hugh

price appears in the geographical review LTVLIV 19641964p ppap
309346309 see346 also environmental perception and behavior
department of geography research paper vol CIX chicago
the university of chicago 1967 and the american scene

eo graphy

Hy pothes

katesy
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and are making significant contributions in their per-

ceptual studies and probability theories still other

contributions in the areas of computer use ecology model

theories systems urban aesthetics remote sensing and

planning are joining with perception studies to increase

and sophisticate the knowledge of man perceptual rela-
tionship with his environment

environmental perception is not new in fact it
is as old as man though the study as such is much more

recent during the past several years there has been a

great deal of discussion about environmental quality ie
pollution pesticides recreation aesthetic features and

use of resources several such studies have centered onan

perception of environment

many of the ideas in environmental perception are

not new the term cultural appraisal has long been used

by cultural geographers who have noted many cases in which

different culture groups have seen and utilized the same

environmentvironment in variable ways the term regional conscious-

ness used by regional geographers expresses an aspect of

space preference annals of the association of american
geographers LIX 1969 ppap 391400391 R400 L heathcote

drought in australia A problem of perception the
geographical review LIX 1969 ppap 175194175 gary194 winkel
environment and behavior beverly hills california
sage publications inc 1969 and roger henrie the
perception of sacred space the case of utah and other
sacred places in mormonism unpublished masters
thesis brigham young university provo utah 1972

mans

cult a

environment

geog raphers 1969t
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environmental perception which appeals at all levels from

a small locality to a nation

however as previously noted there has been a

change in emphasis in environmental studies geographers

interested in perception of environment are no longer

studying it only in broad general subjective ways or in

cultures far away in time or distance instead the main

focus is the direct investigation of people to determine
2their perception and use of their environment research

dealing in environmental perception can now be grouped into
categories including

1 perception of landscapes past and present

2 perception of natural hazards

3 perception of urban problems

4 perception of ecological dangers

5 perception of resource use and management

6 perception of individual space

7 perception of aesthetic design and architecture
8 perception of recreation and leisure
according to one student of environmental percep-

tion man changes or controls his environment to meet his

peculiar needs

saarinen perception of environment p 2

2ibid21bidbibid

richard3richardarichard jackson personal interview june 1973
provo utah

1

in

in

3

1saarinen perce pjiontionjaon

provot
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man began to alter his environment to his needs
when in his primitive state he found himself a
shelter to keep out rain wind and sun when he
discovered fire to warm himself when he herded
animals and cultivated plants instead of merely hunting
and gathering them when he stored fresh water against
times of drought and thirst we now control to
our liking cold and heat darkness and light
noise and sound and odors 1

it will be noted that all the primary activities of man

mentioned by spilhaus affected the manlandman relationshipland

to some degree

an adaption of a system devised by a geography

professor illustrates the role of perception in the man

land relationship see fig 1 onan the following page

it is not within the scope of this study to deal

with the sociological and psychological aspects of this
system but only the geographical implications however

2 3parsons wohlwill and kates do consider some aspects of

the system from a sociological and psychological point of

view

the system

man in the preceding system is nsideredconsidered to be the

key factor in the manlandman relationshipland though he does

athelstan spilhaus control of the world envi-
ronment the geographicaloqraphicel review vol XLVI 1956 p 451

talcott parsons toward A general theory of action
cambridge harvard university press 1962

3rar W kates and J F wohlwill eds mans
response to the physical environment the journal of social
issues vol XXII 1966 ppap 1512715 127

Jle

2wohlwlll11
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fig 1proposed model of manlandman relationshipland
adapted from a model originated by richard jackson of BYU geography department
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not control the entire relationship he does dominate

through his several abilities to reason change and

adjust
A basic nature or drive of man is to fulfill his

needs hunger thirst comfoctcomfortycomfortcomfortecom andforty security his needs

are fulfilled by reaching goals which he has set for that
purpose ie goals are set to satisfy needs generally

an individuals needs are dictated or at least shaped by

his culture and past experience including such things as

beliefs education technology etc once the needs are

created and the goals set to satisfy them means are

required to achieve the goals this requirement is filled
by tools ie tools are the instruments or activities
whereby goals are reached and needs are fulfilled

As man begins to employ the tools he comes in

contact with the physical environment as well as the social
environment these frequently require him to change his

tools or adjust his goals after the interaction between

man and environment an evaluation is made and feedback is
received upon reception of feedback the mansmas goals are

either satisfied or dissatisfied which in either case

affects a change in mansmas perception and the ongoing cycle

or system continues with new needs

by physical environment is meant not only the land
but also such things as water air climate etc the
social environment includes such phenomena as individuals
groups and their institutions

J3e I1

1

iby

ae
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saarinen clarifies the concept when he says

perception depends onan more than the stimulus present and

the capabilities of the sense organs it varies with the

individuals past history and present et or attitude
acting through values needs memories moods social
circumstances and expectations expressing similar
views gilbert white writes at the heart of managing a

natural resource is the managers perception of the resource

and of the choices open to him in dealing with it at the

heart of decisions on environmental quality are a manageemanagermanagers

views of what he and others value in the environment and
2can preserve or cultivate tj

the system as described above contributes to a

clarification of the influence which man through his

perception and activities has on the land it also shows

the part played by the land in the manlandman relationshipland

this scheme could be adapted to fit most aspects of the

physicalhumanphysical relationshiphuman

the perceiver

though the environment as james states does limit
or control mans use of the land it is still man who

saarinen op cit p 5

gilbert F white formation and roleroie of public
attitudes environmental quality in A growing economy
ed henry jarrett john hopkins press 1966 p 105

set

managerts

0 n

1saarinen

mana geetsgertsgeris



www.manaraa.com

lstalst

2davidcdavid

20

remains the instigator of most changes in land use and

landscapes

all men are provided to some degree with the

ability to perceive reason decide act and react it is
with these endowments and others that man has successfully

perpetuated himself upon the land

because no two people or groups of people have the

same terra chanitacognitacoanitacoocogco differentnitaanitaonita patterns of behavior have

developed it was through the associations and attraction
of similar group behavior that cultures came into exist

2ence according to lowenthal after societies and

cultures were established the individual and group

perceptions were shaped by the cultural milieu see

the cultural filter concept on page 17 it must be

remembered that one tercaterratereaterla cognatacognita is based on physical

environment as well as social environment it is through

both these environments that man perceives opportunities

and possibilities to use the land this use appears in a

this is not to say that earthquakes floods fires
and other natural hazards do not cause some changes in
land use and landscape

2daviddevid lowenthal geography experience and imag-
ination 11 annals vol 51 no 3 1961 ppap 255259255 see259
also clyde kluckhohn and 0 H mowrer culture and
personality A conceptional scheme american anthropolo-
gist vol 46 1944 ppap 1291

3

29

ibid p 252 see also robert beck spatial
meaning and the properties of the environment environmental
perception and behavior ed by david lowenthal department
of geography research paper no 109 university of chicago
litho service inc 1967 p 18

1
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milmii eu diffedaffe I1mmilieuilieualieu this milieu differs for each of us according
to his personal history and for each of us it varies
also with mood with purpose and with attentiveness
what we see what we study and the way we shape and
build in the land is selected and structured for each
of us by custom culture desire and faith to
understand perceptual processes requires examination
of all these facets of human behavior 2

in many cases an individuals personal milieu is
affected by his faith as was suggested by lowenthal it
is to this religious aspect of perception that we now turn

our attention

white op cit p 110

2
david lowenthal ed environmental perception and

behavior department of geography research paper no
109 university of chicago public litho service 1967
p 1

bistorhistor

merceppercep tion
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great variety of means and for an equally great variety of

ends

mensmanran action towards his environment presumes

perception of that environment perhaps the perceptual

aspect of the manlandman relationshipland can best be summarized

in the words of david lowenthal as he describes the rela-
tionship between environmental perception and human

behavior

in daily practice we all subordinate reality to
the world we perceive experience and act in welveiveife
respond to and affect the environment not directly
but through the medium of a personally apprehended

mans
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hi s YP

tion ship
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question of the relationship between
geographygeographygeograph and religion

justification
in geography of reliclionsreligions sopher justifies the

geographyreligiongeography relationshipreligion in the following words

cultural geography is concerned with man as a
sharer and bearer of culture its particular concern
is with two kinds of relationshipstherelationships the interaction
between a culture and its complex earth environment
and the spatial interaction among different cultures
the geography of religion investigates these rela-
tionships concentrating its attention on the religious
component in culture geography cannot deal with
the personal religious experience but geography
can study organized religious systems and culturally
molded and institutionalized religious behaviorsbehavior1behavior

others

1

interested in justifying and defining the

geographyreligion relationship include erich isaac paul
A

fickeleeFic andkelee christopher sallersailersaltersalteesaitee

david

4

Eidavidcdavid sopher geography of religions prentice
hall inc englewood cliffs new jersey 1967 p 1

erich isaac religion landscape and space 11

landscape IX winter 1960 p 14 the act and the
covenant the impact of religion onan the landscape
landscape XIXT winterlan 1962 ppap 121712 and17 mythical
geography geographical review XI 1967 ppap 123125123

paul

125

sickelerfickelerFic fundamentalkeler questions in thethftaf
geography of religion readings in cultural geographgeography
edited and translated by philip L wagner and marvin W

mikesell chicago the university of chicago press 1962
PP 9411794

4

117

christopher L salbersailersaltersaiber ed the cultural land
belmont california duxbury press 1971

9

3

k
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salleesailersaltee the cultural landscapeL p 148
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isaac concludes that the fact that
religion has a geographic dimension is obvious

equally obvious is the fact that different religions
have had greater or lesser impact upon the landscape
and that areas dominated today by one religion show
significant differences in the religious mark on the
land

the task of the geography of religion as I1
conceive it is to separate the religious from the
social economic and ethnic matrix in which it is
embedded and to determine its relative weight in
relation to other forces in transforming the land-
scape 1

sickelerfickeierfickelerFic justifieskeierkelerkelec a relationship between geography

and religion in the following terms

since all religions in the course of development
have created a more or less manifest cultus that is
spatially and temporarily perceptible in the form of
magical and symbolic events objects and behavior
religious phenomena appear in a real relationship
with the earths surface and so can be studied
geographically 2

christopher saltersailer states that
the forces which compel man to create a particular

and unique landscape are generally attributed to
either economic or religious motives though
ultimate genesis for many of our landscape patterns
lie in the preliteratepre literate past it is reasonable to
assume that these two driving forces have been the
artisans of our sculptured earth 3

even though each of the above geographers expressed

a similar concept in differenteifdifdlf waysferent the same concept was

still apparent in each citation perhaps the concept could

be stated in these words religion does have a part in

isaac the act and the covenant 11 p 148

fickler fundamental questions in the geography
of religions

0
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geography in that it explains religious motives in man

use of the land which use creates landscapes which are a

concern of the cultural geographer simply put if a

originatedmanoriginatedman phenomenon affects the land regardless of

its origin including religion then it is an area of

interest to geography

the relationship

in 1961 wilbur zelinskyZeizel posedinsky some problems which

face future studies dealing with the relationship between

religion and geography more specifically the problems

dealt with the role of religious influence on areal patterns

and the development of cultural regionsregion
in 1962 fickelersFic workkelers was translated into

english though it did not provide answers to zeiinskyszelinskyszelinskyj
questions it did suggest a list of religious phenomena

which did influence land use and consequent landscapes

the interesting phenomena which follow are the major contri-

butions of sickelerfickelerFic

sacred

keler
space mountains

sacred lights waters
colors grovesgraves
tones caves
fragrances plants
directions animals
numbers
motions

wilbur

2

zelinskyZeizel aninsky approach to the religious
geography of the united states annals of the association
of americanAmer geographersge2arapicarticari LIhersbers 1961 ppap 139167139

2

167

mans
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following each of these topics Ficeickelerkeler discussed how it
affected land use and landscape

david sopher in 1967 published material which

contributed a great deal toward the solution of zelZeizelinskyszelinskyzelinskyjinsky

questions his contribution in this area can be divided

into three distinct areas

sophesSop firstherts area established a framework for

religious studies within the field of geography

1 the significance of the setting for the
evolution of religious systems and particular religious
institutions

2 the way religious systems and institutions
modify their environments

3 the different ways whereby religious systems
occupy and organize segments of earth space

4 the geographic distribution of religions and
the way religious systems spread and interact with
each others

his second major contribution was established to

provide an arrangement of general geographic characteristics
which would help distinguish religious systems the main

divisions that follow contain other subdivisions in the

originaloeioriora textganal

distribution ie both geographic pattern
and social extent

2 structure in space the machinery whereby
a religious system organizes all its adherrents

3 the means used by a system to grow numerically
and territorially

sopher op cit p 2

bid p 2
3 ibid 4

his

other 2

1

3

1sopher

4 ibidl pe
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the third contribution by sopher was his incomplete

list of specific religious features which transform the

land

1 form of structure
2 orientation of structures
3 density of structures
4 cemetery use
5 toponymstoponymy
6 food taboos
7 work taboos
8 birth rate
9 vegetation

it is acknowledged that the geography of religions

is only in its infancy much the same as environmental

perception but in spite of the paucity of work in the

area of geographyreligiongeography relationshipsreligion some general

conclusions can be drawn from the present literature
geography does have a place for religious

studies provided they deal with geographical concepts such

as land use landscape perception or other geographical

phenomena

2 the entire geographyreligiongeography relationshipreligion has

not been researched therefore there are no set limits to

related studies
3 geography cannot deal with the personal

abstract religious experience

4 some religions have more effect on the land

than others and therefore they are of more interest to

geographers

ibid

1
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550 more research is needed in the area of geography

of religions to create a clearer picture of the field of

study and to help in the formulation of theory and method-

ology

A case study the mormon culture region

in this chapter three major questions in cultural
geography have been considered as a justification for this
study

1 what is the role of the manlandman studiesland in

geography both past and present

2 what is the role of mans perception of his

environment in developing patterns and relationships on

the earth surface
3 what is the relationship between religious

phenomena and geographical concepts and studies

obviously much more could be written to answer

these questions the next task at hand is to ask these

questions in relationship to a specific culture to further
enhance their role in geography the case of the mormons

settlement in the western united states affordsaffordjafford an

excellent opportunity for such a project because of its
recent development since 1847 the features and processes

are still young in relationship to most other cultures in

factsfacty some geographers suggest that the mormon culture

earths

is
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is the only modern culture indigenous to the united

states
in the words of sopher

in the midnineteenthmid centurynineteenth the mormon culture
developed certain cultural attributes which have given
the mormon country in utah and parts of idaho wyoming
arizona and new mexico its character of a distinctive
religious landscape under the guidance of a religious
hierarchy that for a while maintained a true theocracy
the mormon settlement was built as a religiously
inspired representation of the city of zion with
square blocks wide streets fields bordered by
lombardy poplar frame churches of unpainted cedar
and a compact arrangement of irrigated land around
the nuclear settlement 2

it is to this culture then that we turn attention to for

the remainder of this study

zelinskyZeizel ppapinsky 161igligi 162 165 sopher op cit
p 64

sopher p 45

1

M am
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chapter two

WHAT AND UHEREWHERE IS THE MORMON CULTURE REGION

framework and background

few geographers or others have attempted to

delineate the relic mormon culture region in the american

west several major studies have analyzed various aspects

of the region the following pages will critically analyze

the works of lowry nelson joel ricksy thomas 0 dea D W

meinig and richard francaviglia these works are repre-

sentative of research related to the mormon culture region

it is not intended to suggest that these are the only works

on the mormon culture region on the contrary other

numerous and valuable studies lend understanding to the

concept of a mormon culture region these authors are those

who made major attempts to delineate the mormon culture

region either verbally or cartographically others making

notable contributions will be discussed later
each of the authors had his own purpose in research-

ing this topic each came to his own conclusions it is
unlikely that all the geographical problems dealing with the

1 see pages 293029 for30 a discussion of other studies
which provided a reference background for the serious
student

29
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mormon culture were solved in these studies therefore it
is important to consider the methods used and the extent of

each major study that we might better understand the

results and merits of each study

to aid in clarification and to provide consistency

each study is considered in the following framework

1 purpose often what one finds or concludes in

a study is influenced by what ones purpose was in conduct-

ing the study it is therefore helpful to know why a

certain study was undertaken

2 limitationsomelimitation some studies may be restricted to

certain aspects or approaches in research to allow the

reader to gain an accurate picture of the scope of each

study the author has mentioned cautions that could be

considered relative to each work

3 methods the reliability value and outcome of

any research is to some degree determined by the methods

incorporated in the study for this reason the methods

employed by each author will be described

4 contribution hopefully one of the reasons for

doing research is to add to the body of knowledge related
to a given field A summary of significant contributions

will accompany each of the major works

5 conclusion to avoid repetition and confusion

it is necessary to refer briefly to the basic conclusions

of each work

purposeoften

methodsthe

conclusionto

some
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afrenchfrench geographer lucien gallois wrote a ten
page monograph on utah after the 1912 excursion of the
american geographical society see L gallois lt utah
annaiesannales de geographic vol XX 1913 ppap 185196185 it196
also appears in morialmemorialPiehie volume of the transcontinental
excursion of 19 12 of the american geographical society
AGS 1915 ppap 329342329

the
342

sixvolumesix workvolume of B H roberts A comprehe-
nsive history of the church of jesus christchrischrls of latterdlatterdayletterlatter
saints

davday
deseret news press salt lake city utah 1930

gives a very detailed account of the churchschurches history fromfrore
its very earliest beginning up to 1930 the historical
movement of the mormon settlement is the topic of nels
andeesonandersonandersons deseret saints the mormon frontier in utah
chicago university of chicago press 1942 also in

1942 W stegner published mormon country new york
dwell sloan and pearce 1942 which discussed the mormon
culture as it developed in the west

some twentytwotwenty yearstwo after his work on social
origins of the mormon village lowry nelson published a
book entitled the mormon village A pattern and technique
of land settlement salt lake city university of utahpress 1952 the transcontinentalFrans excursioncontinental ufaf the IGC
in 1952 produced a short monograph by hermann lautensachlautensackLauten
describing

sach
the mormon land it appeared in germany in 1953

under the title das rmonlandmormonlandMorm alsonland eines sosialgeograph
ischen raumusmaumus

annalannai es

ac0c
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in summarizing the framework it is the purpose of

this chapter to consider the major contributions dealing

with various geographical aspects of the mormon culture
region however before focusing on the major works related
to the mormon culture region it is important to review other

significant contributions which provide background material

dealing with aspects and approaches to a study of the relic
mormon culture region

A

bonner geographische abhundlungen heft
II11 1953

great basin kingdomKi annadom economic history of the
latterdaylatterletter saintsdaxday 183019001900 written by L J arrington
is a meticulous work on the development of the mormon
economic system the one hundred pages of references and

is

17 0 T

0

ch f to

mormonland
mo

geoqrar ische
1953e

1830- 00

dqlc h 0

Morm onland
rm
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efrench
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for a more comprehensive list of related studies
see hill and taylor and the bibliographic section of this
thesis which deals with cormonsmormonsMor

early

mons

attempts to map the mormon culture region

were very general in outline and explanation fig 2 on

the following page shows three of these early attempts to

map the mormon culture region
mangus map of 1940 was based on county units and

dealt with characteristics rather than numbers these

included farmvillagefarm patternvillage birth rate standard of

living and family size goustadgoustadsgaustadGo mapustad of 1952 also used

county units however hehim used percentages of church

memberships instead of sociological features as did mangus

zelinskyZeizel alsoinsky in 1952 used the same data as goustadgaustad did

chapter notes were most helpful to the student seriously
interested in further study of the mormon culture

A second german B hofmeister recognized mormon
landland11 as one of thirteen basic regions in the united states
his work die vereinigten staatenslaaten von amerika in diegrosse illustrierte landerkundelandgrkundeLander bundkunde II11 gutersloh G

bertelsmann 1963 stemmed from a year of research and
teaching at the university of utah

two bibliographic articles offer the reader
additional literature on the mormon impact in the american
west marvin 5 hill the historiography of mormonism
church history vol XXVIII 1959 ppap 418426418 and426 P A

M taylor recent writings on utah and the cormonsmormonsMormons
arizona and the west vol IV 1963 ppap 249260249

both

260

are based upon the data in the bulletins on
churches and church membership in the united states an
enumeration and analysis bybv counties states and regions

new york national council of churches of christ in the
usakovUSA 195619581956 as1958 cited in meinig

1

oi1

2

H
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fig 2 early attempts to delineate the
mormon culture region taken from annalsannais of the
association of american geographers voivol 55
no 2 1965 p 196
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arapgraparadhers LV 1965 p 194

this article an abstract of nelsons phd
dissertation first appeared in 1930 lowrey nelson the
mormon village A study in social origins

bmwDOW N

ad1d

Nelneisonts

2thisathis
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but he neglected political units and made only a generalized

boundary around the mormon region

the following pages will summarize the major

studies on the mormon culture region in order to allow the

reader to gain a background knowledge of what the region

is and what work has been done in regard to it the

summaries appear in the order that they appeared in the

printed literature the oldest firstefirstsfirst
2the mormon village

purpose

in nelsonnelsontsneison own words the purpose of his study was

to account for the existence in america of the peculiar

community structure which characterized the mormon settle-
ments in the great basin his work was to be a study in

social origins

during the western expansion period in american

history the prevalent mode of settlement was by isolated
farmsteads not the collective method of the nucleated

farmtown policy adopted by the mormons in the great basin

D W meinig the mormon culture regionregions strate-
gies and patterns in the geography of the american west
1847.1964184719641847 t1964 annals of the association of american geo-
graphers

proceedings
of the utah academy of sciences vol VII 1930 ppap 11-
37

1

1965p
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nelson refutes the then popular explanations as a complete

answer to the origin of the mormon village those explana-

tions were danger of indian attack lonesomeness irrigation
agriculture brigham youngs prescience accessibility to

the meeting house and an idea borrowed from the new

england village nelson felt the major factors of origin

lay within the areas of certain social and religious
concepts the most important of these concepts were nation-

alism communism and millenialismmillennialism

limitation
lowry nelson was a sociologist the fact that

there is little description or mapping of geographical

phenomena is no taultfault of the author nelsonnelsonsneison purpose was

to explain processes of development not visual features
A reader should also know that nelsons work dealt with

selected villages within the great basin this does not

justify the application of lowrys work to all mormon

villages or to an entire region

methods

nelsonnelsontsneison basic method was the examination of

literature on community development accompanied by a

J M gillette ruralural saciolosociologysociolo new york the
macmillan company 19281923 ed p 73

2george thomas development of institutions under
irritationirriqation new york the macmillan company 1970 p 34

a

nelsonneison p 16

2
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comparison of various schemes with the mormon village
development nelsons approach was historical oriented

to evolution he considered the village to be an inevitable
and universal stage in the social evolution of communities

included in his work were various photographic reproductions

and maps of single villages

contributions
As mentioned previously nelson stressed the

processes of development more than the resultant features
he listed the characteristics unique to the mormon village

then proceeded to discuss the developmental processes

involved the features he listed are wide streets inter-
secting each other at right angles running in northsouthnorth

and

south

eastwesteast directionswest the square blocks thus formed

were the locations of the resident establishments of the

farmers who cultivated the farm land adjacent to the

villageillagebillage proper

since nelsonnelsonsneison main contributions are in the

processes responsible for the unique mormon village situ-
ation it is fitting to mention them he judges that the

social environment of the early nineteenth century in the

united states was a dominant influence in the development

of the mormon village the social environment consisted of

the following conditions according to nelson

4 t
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the spirit of nationalism
2 economic disorganization and industrial

unrest which promoted discussion about future economic
policy and gave rise to many utopian schemes and
experiments

3 the doctrine of free land based upon the
theoretical importance ascribed to agriculture by the
physiocratsPhysioc ofrats france and promulgated in this country
by jefferson and later by horace greeley and others

4 preponderance of agriculture in the economic
life

5 the ascendency of the revival period in
religion the millenialmillennialmil hopelenial was the overwhelming
religious motivation of this period

6 intellectually a time of extreme unrest old
institutions and organizations were no longer to be
regarded as adequate

ae7e emotional instability literal acceptance of
the bible as revelation renewed interest in the
prophecies of the old and new testaments characterized
the peoples of the sections of new york and ohio in
which mormonism had its formative years1yearsl

nelson maintains that three of these concepts were

essential in bringing into existence the plat of the city
of zion which he claims is in reality the foundation of

the mormon village these concepts are nationalism com-

munism and millenialismmillennialism

nationalnationalism

associated with the political mood of manifest

destiny and territorial expansion were two religious beliefs
of the cormonsmormonsMor firstmons the mormons felt that america was a

nelsonneison op cit ppap 141614

2

16

see fig 3 it contains a photocopy of the
original city of zion plat which was developed by joseph
smith in 1833 details are found on ppap 64656465064 65065

1

7

2

millenialll sm

0

lnelson
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fig 3 joseph smiths city of zion plat
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promised land prepared for them by god second the
mormons had a close identification with ancient israel and

considered themselves to be a chosen people in the eye of

the lord

communism

the communistic doctrine of the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday was essentially an expression

of christian communism embodied in the system called the

united order the earth is the lord and as his agentagents

man is given stewardships over portions of the earth each

man was entitled to as much land as he needed to support his

family if a surplus accrued from his operation it was

returned to the bishops storehouse to be distributed to

others in need the title of the land was held by the

bishopbishops who represented the lord as an agent primary

emphasis was upon equality of participation in the economic

goods of the group

millenialismmillennialism

the concept of millenialismmillennialism dealt mostly with

events centered around the second coming of the savior

these included the gathering to zion the return of the

book of mormon I1 nephi 220 and doctrine &

covenants 572
bookdook of mormon II11 nephi 291 and doctrine &

covenants 10317

1

2

lords

lbook
4
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city of enoch and the preparation of a people and city to

meet the lord though attempts were made at kirtland
ohio far west missouri adam ondi ahman and nauvoo

illinois to incorporate the city of zion concept each

experience failed to establish zion

other factors nelson mentions as influencing the

development of the mormon village pattern were the plat of

the city of zion biblical scriptures describing the city
of zion and the new rectangular survey which had been

2adopted by congress in 1875 which had the milesquaremiledile
section

square

as the unit
some of nelsons study was concerned with answering

the following questions

1 what were the social processes involved in the

formation and solidarity of the mormon group

2 why was this city plan adopted by the mormon

group and no other
3 how was the mormon village pattern perpetuated

in the west

he finds his solutions to these questions in the following

socio geographical concepts

parley P pratt voice of warning new york 1837
ppap 1791801791809179 1801809

22ameliacameliaameliaamellaameila C ford colonial precedents of our
national land system bul of the univ of wiswise no 352
history series vol 2 no 2 1910

12
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ludershledershpLeders
joseph

hp
smith and brigham young both had a high

degree of prestige among the saints both leaders were

associated with other biblical dispensation leaders such as

adam noah moses etc these men were considered by their
followers to be literal spokesmen for god this prestige
came not only as a consequence of their prophetic callings
but was also a result of superiority in language power

and learning they also had the control of public opinion

through the testimony of others and through the press

both had a deep sympathy for and an identification with

group sentiments and ideals according to nelson joseph

smith was the dreamer and architect of the mormon village
while brigham young was the engineer

integrating role of ideas

the following concepts practiced very devoutly

by the cormonsmormonsMor helpedmons maintain group solidarity and gave

momentum to the mormon village
1 As godsod is man may become

2 the common man is important because of his

priesthood

3 its not where he works but how he works that
determines his heavenly reward

4 the more experience and knowledge a man can

gain in this life the more advantage it will give him in

the life to come

j
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5 the gospel teachings doctrines and beliefs
encompasses all truth regardless of its source or dis-

coverer

6 one should not cast pearls before swine certain
things are sacred and are not to be shared with the unworthy

or unbelieving

role of conflict
nelson felt that conflict from without intensified

group loyalty within persecution followed the saints
through new york ohio missouri illinois and utah this
persecution developed a love and loyalty for the in group w

and fear and mistrust for the out group M nelson said

this tended to prepare the mormon group for compact and

clustered residence rather than dispersed occupance

cooperation

because the mormons felt their leaders were

inspired spokesmen for god an intense emotional feeling

resulted this led to a strong cooperative bond among the

members persecution was another positive factor that
encouraged cooperative efforts also contributing to a

cooperative spirit was the need to be economically self
sufficient especially in the great basin environment for
some time after their arrival in the great basin brigham

young counseled the saints to withdraw from babylon w in
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other words leave the things of the world alone this
emphasis forced the saints to depend upon each other

favorable environment

nelson believed that the geographic and social
environment of the great basin were favorable to the

village plan the village facilitated settlement because

it met the following needs

1 it provided security
2 it encouraged cooperative efficiency by placing

the members of the community in ready touch with officers
and leaders

3 it made for contentment in that social inter-
course was facilitated

4 it provided for religious educational and

other social institutions
5 and by separation of residence area from the

arable land it made possible a more advantageous utili-
zation of the land

conclusion

lowry nelson concludes that
the mormon village in the west is the result of

the convergence of the following influences
1 the plan of the city of zion
2 the development of the extraordinary group

solidarity
3 the favorable environment of the great basin

th is
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joeljoei ricks forms and methods of early mormon
settlements in utah and the surroundingSurrosuero realonregionundina 1847 to
1877 monograph series utah state university press logan
utah XI 196419640
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the plan of the city of zion is accounted for
not in terms of environmental conditioning so much
as in terms of the ideologies of the mormon group
which were derived from the foras of communism
millenialismmillennialism and nationalism of the early nineteenth
century in america

the development of intense group solidarity is
explained on the basis of the operation of the social
procedures of leadership and prestige ideals co-
nflict and cooperation

the great basin environment was such that the
village tended to fit the needs of the settlers and
since the plan carried with it to this group
something of the force of revelation it became
colonization device in the west

&a

1

earllearlyearil mormon settlement
purpose

the primary purpose of ricksricks1ricksh study was to deline-

ate the procedures in founding mormon settlements and to

describe the stages through which mormon settlements passed

in short it was an original historical survey of mormon

settlements in utah

limitations
ricks along with lowry nelson was among the early

students of mormon settlement at the time of their work

1930 published material was limited therefore these

studies may appear to be lacking in supporting library

research the reader should know that ricks approach was

nelsonneison op citecita p 29

2

1

nelsoninelsont cit pe

2joel morm on

1964outahs

aa
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mostly historical and not geographical for the most partspartypartpaet
ricks limited his study to those communities that were

settled under the leadership of brigham young 184718771847

many

1877

towns which are a part of the mormon culture region

were settled after brigham youngs death

contributions

ricks being a professor of history was naturally

interested in the historical aspects of mormon settlement

rather than the geographical nevertheless he did make

valuable contributions in understanding the form and

evolution of the mormon settlement following is a review

of his major contributions
1 he discusses the ecclesiastical developments

and positions in the church and includes an explanation of

the ward and stake concept

2 he points out the use of the city of zion plat
in laixlayinglayx out salt lake city and discusses the economic

factors leading to the industrialization of the region

3 he gives the background on regional centers

which developed outside of salt lake valleyvailey provo manti

parawan san bernardino and others
4 after the regional centers had developed he

accounts for the growth of communities in between the

centers

hi s

in

ig
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www.manaraa.com

46

5 ricks also discusses the mormon attempts to

become self sufficient including the gentile boycott and

the home industries that developed

conclusions

ricks presents a review and summarization of the

foregoing material he does not make a proposition or

advance any theories since it would be repetitious to

give his summary it is not included in this text

the mormons

purpose

in the beginning paragraph of his preface odea
puts forth the purpose for this study

this book is a study of the mormons by a non
mormon it is an attempt to say what mormonism is as
a religious movement and to explore what conditions
and events what kinds of human decisions and effort
have made it that moreover it sets forth the
religious world view of the cormonsmormonsMor showingmons what
mormons believe and how they see the world as well as
the relationship of this world view to the conditions
of life under which mormonism originated and developed
finally it tries to point up particular problems and
dilemmas that have attacked the mormon development 2

limitations
most of odeascpdeacodea work is based upon the historical

social religious and philosophical background of the

thomas odea the cormonsmormonsMor chicagomons the university
of chicago press 1957

2 ibid p vii of the preface

1

ibidet
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mormons and on how these factors helped shape the mormon

way of life only briefly in his book does he include

geographic concepts such characteristics as town layouts

urbanruralurban relationshipsrural and other visual factors related
to the mormon landscape are not readily apparent he does

not include any maps photographs or charts in his work

methods

after extended travels throughout the mormon west

odea lived in salt lake and an unnamed mormon community

for six months here he gained firsthandfirst observationhand

through personal interviews and experience he supports

his work with extensive library research the seventeen

pages of notes are a witness to his work and provide some

excellent sources for the student interested in mormonism

contributions

odeas major contributions to an understanding of

the mormon culture region deal mostly with problems related
to sociology he accounts briefly some of the mormon

beliefs and events which have brought about changes in the
mormon society

1 plural marriage

2 law of consecration

3 gentile intrusion
4 the utah war

5 civil government
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6 authoritarian leadership
7 rural to urban transition
8 zionism

39 chosen people concept

10 mormon isolationism

conclusion

he sees each of these as a point of stress which

caused changes in the mormon church he concludes that the

mormon culture will continue to be a distinct subculture

if it can continue to handle these adjustments effectively

thetha mormon culture region

purpose

meinig felt that the extent of the mormon culture

region and the geographic relationships between mormons

and gentiles had never been satisfactorily presented he

concluded that because of expansions and contractions of

mormons and concurrent gentile movements into and around

mormon coloniescolcoi itonlestoniestonless was time for a refined definition of

the mormon culture region actually his work was a

mappingremappingrecappingre of mormon population centers not a redescription

of landscape aspects associated with the mormon culture

region

meinig op citcito

R eq

1meinig
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limitation
mainigsMaini workgs certainly is one of the most thorough

and comprehensive geographical studies of the mormon

culture region his presentation of the problem and his

historical background give one a sound basis on which to

understand the mormon situation in the west aside from

his historical development he is mostly concerned with

where the mormons are located instead of with what the
mormon landscape looked like

methods

meinigismeinigskeinigsMeinimelnimeinl reviewgisgs of pertinent literature is not

lacking he not only adequately researched his topic but

gained valuable insight through years of living in the
mormon west 11 his work also contains several excellent

maps further depicting patterns and relationships in the
mormon culture region see fig 4 for his map of the
mormon culture region

contributions
meinig develops the origin of the church in new

england and its movement to the west included in his

historical background are key mormon concepts and practices

which affected the development of the region such ideas

as gatheringligathering and callingscallings11 are discussed as they relate
to mormon settlement

H is

region
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the author also describes the environment of the
great basin by detailing the physical setting as the saints
arrived in the salt lake valley in 1847

after salt lake city was established the saints
began to spread out and settle other nearby areas meinig

discusses this outward movement giving the names loca-

tion and purposes behind each settlement he discusses

the mission aspect of mormon settlement and the gradual

development of a distinctive region completely dominated

by the mormon culture

the author cites changes in the region boundaries

and within the region itself during the utah war several

outlying communities were abandoned by the cormonsmormonsMor causingmons

a contraction in the region boundaries because of pressure

from increased gentile intrusion amundaround and within the

regionre thegaon mormons began filling in between the original

communities this is referred to as tier expansion by

meinig as the communities advancedadvance up the utah canyons

in waves effects of the gentile presence onan the mormon

zion are described by the author meinig also comments on

the final expansion of the saints into mexico idaho and

canada

in his treatment of the mormon culture region and

adjacent areas meinig uses three terms to describe the

locations and graduations of mormon population density

in

dn
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the following are his own definitions as they appear in his

text
A core area as a generic is taken to mean a

centralized zone of concentration displaying the
greatest density of occupance intensity of organi-
zation strength and homogeneity of the particular
features characteristic of the culture under study
it is the most vital center the seat of power the
focus of circulation

meinigmeinigskeinigs core of the mormon region is clearly the wasatch

oasis that densely occupied strip along the base of the

mountain wailwallwaliwaii pivoted upon salt lake city and extending

about sixtyfivesixty milesllesliesfive to the north and to the south

the domain refers to those areas in which the
particular culture under study is dominant but with
markedly less intensity and complexity of development
than in the core where the bonds of connections are
fewer and more tenacious and where regionalrenional pecul-
iarities are clearly evident the domain of the mormon
region extends from the upper snake river country of
southeasternsouth idahoeastern to the lower virgin river area in
southeasternsouth nevadaeastern

the sphere of a culture may be defined as the zone
of outer influence and often peripheral acculturation
wherein that culture is represented only by certain of
its elements or where its people reside as minorities
among those of a different culture the mormon culture
sphere is defined as including these areas where
mormons live as nucleated groups enclaretenclaredenc withinlared ge-
ntile country or where they are of long standing major
local numerical significance geographically the
mormon sphere is composed of a fringe greatly elongated
in the south encompassing the domain and of a long
salient and some outliers onan the north and east each
with a special history the majority of the mormons
within this sphere live in urban aneasareas such as phoenix
tucson las vegas eikoelko twin falls boise and leth-
bridge in some of these areas are they dominant as
they are in the cities of their domain but in every
case they are recognized as a very important social and
religious group 1

ibid

m
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meinig feels that these three generic categories

core domain and sphere complete his definitionredefinitionre of

the mormon culture region however helieiteile does mention a

fourth category but cautions that it does not represent a

gradation outward from the other three this fourth

category he refers to as isolates it includes such areas

as los angeles the san francisco bay area portland and

puget sound

conclusion

meinig concludes that the core of the mormon region

is well stabilized in area character and significance

he foresees an influx of mormons and gentiles into the core

area but feels the mormongentilemormon ratiogentile will remain stable
because of the mormonsmormons1 vigorous rate of natural increase

meinig sees a change in the domain boundary as the

population shifts from the domain to the sphere and core

cities he predicts that the sphere cities will survive

and increase their proportionate position more than will
the domain

because of limited opportunities within the mormon

cultural region meinig sees the isolates as growing rapidly

both in number and importance in the changing patterns of

mormonism this growth is not a capturing or dominating

process but rather one of adjustment

bid p 219
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meinig sees a new geographical pattern in the
mormon culture symbolized as a salt lake cityloscity angeleslos

axis he calls it a link between the old core and the new

frontier a new style mormon corridor

the mormon landscape

purpose

in his abstract francaviglia states that the

purpose of his work was to identify and define the mormon

2landscape through the mapping of visual characteristics

limitations
A major concern associated with this study is its

representativeness whether it represents the landscape of

the mormon culture region only or the western rural agri-

cultural areas in general

two cautions should be suggested first the reader

should be aware that the study by francaviglia does not

include the core of the mormon culture region the urban

area extending from ogden south to provo the majority of
mormons live and work in this core area the reader should

also know that this work was based almost entirely on obser-

vation in the field

richard francaviglia the mormon landscape
definition of an image in the american west proceedings
of the association of american geographers II11 1970
appp 596159

21bid2ibidp
61

p 59
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methods

francaviglia used two methods in his study visual

observation in the field and mapping

contributions
the majority of this text was a discussion of ten

visual characteristics which the author used to identify
the mormon landscape in the west

1 wide streets mormon streets are always more
than sixtyfivesixty feetfive wide and often are as wide as
120 feet in smaller towns the street is usually
seventyfiveseventy feetfive wide with a dirt or gravel center
strip about twenty feet wide with weedy shoulders
each thirty feet in widthwidths

2 roadside irrigation ditches alongside the
wide and weedy roads can be found the ditch tl these
are functional irrigation ditches rather than deep
gutters seen in nonmormonnon townsmormon they often appear
as weedgrownweed slotsgrown

3 barns and granaries right in town mormon
towns in contrast to nonmormonnon townsmormon are a series
of small farms within city limits many houses
have large 1121 to12 2122 acre12 lots devoted to farm
use stock barns haybarnshay shedsbarns granaries and
other farm structures are seen toward the center of
town

4 unpainted farm buildings whether in
dispersed settlement or in nucleated villages a large
percentage of farm buildings which are unpainted say
over 80 percent points towards a mormon area old
leaning barns with silvered or burnished wood surfaces
which have never oen a paint brush are common

5 open field landscape around town if culti-
vated fields are devoid of farmsteads windmills and
other structures or nearly so then a mormon town
may lie but a few miles away in these rectangular
farm and pasturelands one often sees crooked cedar
post and barbed wire fences lines of lombardy poplars
hay derricks etc

seesse also a second discussion on this topic by the
author in the improvement era LXXII 1969 ppap 101710 17

character isticsristics
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6 the hay derrick A curious wooden post and
boom implement used to swing and load hay with is
closely associated with mormon settlement both
dispersed and nucleated

7 the mormon fence crude unpainted fencing
is characteristic of many mormon settlements old
slabs planks cedar post poles and even regular
trimmed pickets are used all are unpainted it is
a result of a rural frugality and solves a problem
fencing large areas with little money or materials

8 domestic architectural style mormon towns
tend to have a higher percentage of istyleI homesstyle
these are substantial 1121 to12 2 story dwellings with
symmetrical facade and with a chimney at each end
these are rare in nonmormonnon townsmormon but many mormon
towns have over a third of their houses built of this
style

9 dominant use of brick mormon towns have a
higher percentage of brick dwellings in fact farming
towns west of the great plains with more than half of
their houses built of brick are almost certain to be
mormon the use of brick was related to religious
doctrine city of zion plans called for all houses to
be built of brick and stone

10 mormon ward chapels usually located toward
the center of town the substantial brick or stone
chapel has a distinctive architectural style virtually
all mormon chapels are built of masonarymaso andnary never
have crosses in contrast to the wooden often gothic
older churches in nonmormonnon poormonmormonplormon towns 1

conclusion

simply stated if any town has five or more of the

above elements it will be a mormon town the elements are

reliable and dominant their presence is related to areas

settled before 1900 by the cormonsmormonsMor coupledmons with continuing

occupancy by mormons today it is felt that the clues

cited above are significant demarcatorsdemarca intors the west it
is indeed possible because mormon settlement is so unique

bidibid
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to effectively map it by visual characteristics alone

mormon settlements can be easily detected but the mormon

area becomes in reality several zones based on the quantity

and quality of elementsellselleeils presentments

based on the intensity of the ten characteristics
listed francaviglia distinguishes three zones of mormon

landscape moving from the intense to less intense they

are visual nucleus visual orb visual fringe and non

mormon see fig 5 for a representation of these zones

in the visual nucleus one finds the classic
mormon landscape best developed the visual orb is a

larger area the impressions here are mormon but mitigated

certain important elements are usually missing but the

landscape still has many of the characteristics mention and

the mormon people are dominant the visual fringe is a

diluted visually disorienting zone in which both mormon and

nonmormonnon traitsmormon occur mixed surrounding this fringe area

is the nonmormonnon westmormon only rarely will anything mormon be

encountered usually out of association or highly modified

francaviglia concludes thus by using visual

elements it becomes possible to differentiate a very special

landscape and people

bid p 61
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fig 5 the mordonmormon landscape region accord

merican geographersgeographrrs volvoi 2 1970
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summary

the proceedingprece pageseding have analyzed the work of

sociologists historians travelers and geographers it
is obvious that there would be some variance and overlap

in the work by such a disparate group it is also probable

that certain areas related to the mormon culture region

have been passed over or underemphasizedunder thereforeemphasized it
would be useful to compare and categorize the major contri-
butions cited herein

six categorical aspects which pertain to the mormon

culture region have been selected by the author each

study is evaluated in light of these six criteria to

determine those areas of overlap and those areas of neglect

if any the categories are defined as follows

1 historical background this topic concerns

itself with the background and historical setting of the

church it recants the environmental situation and sub-

sequent events leading to the development of the mormon

culture region

2 social origin and processes though partially

historical this criterion deals mostly with the social
phenomena ie ideals concepts relationships and

processes which are related to the mormon culture
3 religious origins and influence this category

is partially related to the historical and social aspects

S umm
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but lends itself more to the doctrines beliefs and prac-

tices of the church which had their origin from socalledso

divine

called
sources such as revelation and scripture

4 location though mostly geographic in scope

this topic also is related to the historical background

it describes the site and situations of various attempts by

the mormons to establish settlements
5 description and delineation again this

standard is closely associated with the location of settle-
ments however it deals mainly with visual characteristics
of the individual communities and groups of communities as

they form patterns on the earthsearthy surface
6 relic or modern culture this criterion deals

with the time aspect of the studies Is the relic mormon

culture region the focal pointpoints or does the modern mormon

culture receive the emphasis

the chart on the following page summarizes the fivetive
major studies discussed in this chapter in light of the six

criteria suggested above

As pointed out most of the work done on the mormon

culture region deals specifically with the description of

the relic region and its establishment nelson and others

briefly mention some religious beliefs behind the origin of

the culture but they do not expand on them to any length

the origin and processes which influenced the growth of the
mormon culture region are generally discussed from an

S1
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TABLE 1

A comparative CHART SHOWING THE contributions OF THE
FIVE MAJOR WORKS STUDIED IN THIS CHAPTER

author

lowrey nelson

joel ricks

thomas odea

D W meinig

richard
francaviglia

historical
background

brief

brief

very
brief

most
complete

none

social
origin

and
processes

detailed

very
brief

brief

very
brief

none

religious
origin

and
processes

general
overview

general
overview

very
little

very
little

none

location

very
general

general

general
coverage
of
region
specificspecifspecia

limited
selection
to
specific
towns

description
delineation

brief
description
selected
maps of
specific
towns
general
description
no maps

brief
description
no maps

detailed
delineation
little
descriptionescriptionascription
most
detailed
description
some
delineation

relic
or

modern

mostly
relic and
some
modern

relic

partially
relic
partially
modern

mostly
relic

relic

R elisllsilgiousbious

ic

D
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historical or sociological viewpoint these approaches

have largely ignored or analyzed only superficiallysuperficiallyy the

role of the settlerssettlers1 perception and assessment of the

region the succeeding pages will analyze the effects of

environmental perception of the saints on their use of the

land and resultant cultural landscape which developed

the relic mormon culture region is used in this
thesis on the following page it is compared with meinig

mormon culture region and francavigliasfrancaviglia mormon landscape

region the boundary was drawn around the area which had

the most homogeneous and continuous area of early mormon

features some areas in the region were originally

established by the cormonsmormonsMor butmons are now dominated by non

cormonsmormonsMor othersmons have been excluded because of the presence

of extensive nonmormonnon settlementsmormon between them and the

compact region these are considered to be isolates the

relic region was considered to be established by 1890

Is

1
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figelgeig 6the6 relicthe mormon culture region
as compared to meinigskeinigsMeinimelnimeinl andgs Francavigliafrancaviglials regions
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Zeizel insky seemed to share the same

sentiments when he recently wrote the mormon way of life
is expressed in many recognizable ways in the settlement of

landscape and economic activities within a region that is
more homogeneous internally than any other american culture
area

geogageograo hy

chapter three

THE MORMON IMPACT UPON THE LAND

A cultural landscape

in the words of sopher the mormon church is the

only church which has organized fully and almost exclu-

sively the territory of a true religious homeland in the

united states

why is it that the mormon culture area is considered

to be unique after ally other religious and political
groups established societies and cultural landscapes

developed from them these groups include the owenitesOwe

amanaitesAman

nites
zoaritesaritesZoaites shakers rappitesRap icarianspites the

communities at oneida new york aurora oregon and bethel

sopherssopherysopher op city p 64

wilbur zelinskyZeizel theinsky cultural geography of the
united states prentice hall inc englewood cliffs
N J 1973 p 131

64

zelinsky

112
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missouri and the followers of fourier and why is the
mormon culture region so internally homogeneous when

originally it was extremely heterogeneous in natural and

cultural makeupmake

the

up

following pages will give answers to these and

other questions sophers general framework for religious

studies and his suggestions dealing with land transfor-
mation will be used as a basis for this chapter insofar as

they are applicable however since sophessophers concepts are

geographical it is necessary to give a cursory account of

the historical events which eventually led to the estab-

lishment of the mormon culture region

historical background

joseph smith the founder of the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday cormonsmormonsMor wasmons born on december

23 1805 at sharon vermont smith spent his boyhood in

vermont new hampshire and new york helping to clear the

land and establish homesteads for the smith family

during his boyhood several moods and movements

characterized the entire western reserve among these were

charles nordhoff communistic societies of the
united statesslatesstetes shocker books new york 1965 see also
harry W idleslaidlersLa history of socialism thomas Y crowell
company new york 1968

2
G 0 larson prelude to the kingdomKinQ marshalldomdod

jones company 1947 ppap 237248237 6248 0 larson outiveautive
history of utah and the cormonsmormonsMor saltmons lake city deseret
book company 1965 ppap 111117111 117

wh y 3 C

2

esi

1

lishment

idies
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the strong feeling of nationalism and manifest destiny and

the desire to make all of the frontier the gerdengardenitgardengaeden of the

world the first movement was not restricted to new york

state it was a drive to settle and expand the frontier
2areas in 1815 rochester had three log houses the

second general movement was the great religious revival
occurring at the time which was widespread and caused much

3emotional agitation it was under these circumstances in

1820 that the teenage boy claimed to have a heavenly man-

ifestation which eventually led to the organization of the
mormon church in 1830

during the tenyearten interimyear 182018301820 several1830

events occurred which set firmly the direction and mood of

the new movement first there was intense persecution of

smith and his followers because of certain claims they were

making concerning heavenly manifestation and divine edicts
second the book of mormon was translated from gold plates

which had been delivered to joseph by an angel it should

be noted that the book of mormon contained several doctrines

which later affected the mormon perception and their use of

henry nash smith virgin land vintage books
new york 19501950t ppap 138150138

B

150

H roberts A comprehensive historyhist ofoxlorloxx the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday deseret news
press 1930 vol 1 p 36 hereafter referredreT toerred as
comprehensive history

william G mclaughlin jr modern revivalism
the ronald press company new york 1959

0

je sus ch 4ast
po

hist
3williamawilliam

festation

It



www.manaraa.com

3thisathis deedidededi ng

67

the land third many converts were converted and gathered

many of whowhom played significant roles in shaping the history

of the church

the church was officially organized on april 6

1830 with a membership of six it grew to ninety by june

9 1830 in january 1831 the church was commanded to

move westward from colesvillelesvilleCo new york to a promised

land thoughthougthong no definite place was designated as the

promised land the church membership settled around kirtland
ohio it was there that the saints first attempted to live

q
the law of consecration this episode in mormon history
had distinct effects on the establishment and characteris-

tics of the mormon culture region of the west

from kirtland ohio the saints moved into missouri

there the prophet joseph smith designated the city of

independence as the center place of zion A temple site
was located and the surrounding land was dedicated as the

ookbook of mormon II11 ether 13 11II nephi 30 III111
nephi 16 note the mormons accept the book of mormon as
scripture it contains an account of early american
civilizations

doctrine and covenants 3818203818 the20 mormons
accept the doctrine and covenants as scripture this book
contains revelations and doctrines given to the saints
through their prophets many teachings contained in it
influenced and directed the establishment of the mormon
culture region

this law required the deeding of all property over
to the church A stewardship was appropriated back to the
member which he worked or improved upon if a steward
realized his needs the excess was given to the church

m

2
h

cons ecrationrationec 3

2doctrine
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land of zion during this period of gathering to zion

the saints experienced open opposition and physical perse-

cution joseph also gave instructions which helped

crystaiizecrystalizecrystallizecryst thealize city of zion concept including the city
of zion plat

in june 1833 the prophet sent to independence

from kirtland the city of zion plat independence was the

first mormon city to incorporate this concept with some

adaptionsadoptionsadapt andions omissions it served as a general model for

the rest of the cities which the saints built the follow-

ing description is taken from smiths history of thrtheahr

church

an explanation of the plot of the city of zion

sent to the brethren in zion the 25th of june 1833

follows

the plot contains one mile square ailallali the squares
in the plot contain two acres each being forty rods
square you will observe that hetie lots are laid off
alternately in the squares in one square running from
the south and north to the lane through the center of
the square and in the next the lots run from east and
west to the center line each lot is four perches in
front and twenty back making one half of an acre in
each lot so that no one street will be built on entirely
through the street and on the next one another except
the middle range of squares which runs north and south
in which range are the painted squaressquarsqual thedesCes lots are
laid off in the squares north and south all of them
because these squares are forty perches by sixty being
twenty perches larger than the others their greatest

the original city of zion plat with accompanying
instructions are in the church historians office in salt
lake city

ithe
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length being east and west and by running all these
squares north and south it makes all the lots in the
city of one size

the painted squares in the middle are for public
buildings the one without any figures is for store-
houses for the bishop and to be devoted to his use
figure first is for temples for the use of the presi-
dency the circles inside of the squares are the
places for the temples you will see it contains
twelve figures two are for the temples of the lesser
priesthood it is also to contain twelve temples

the whole plot is supposed to contain from fifteen
to twenty thousand people you will therefore see that
it will require twentyfourtwenty buildingsfour to supply them
with houses of worship schools etc and none of
these temples are to be smaller than the one of which
we send you a draft this temple is to be built in the
square marked figure I11 and to be built where the
circle is which has a cross on it on the north end

south of the plot where the line is drawn is to
be laid off for farms stables etc for the use of
the city so that no barns or stables will be in the
city among the houses the ground to be occupied for
these must be laid off according to wisdom on the
north and south are to be laid off the farms for the
agriculturist and sufficient quantity of land to
supply the whole plot and if it cannot be laid off
without going too great a distance from the city
there must also be some laid off on the east and west

when this square is thus laid off and supplied
lay off another in the same way and so fill up the
world in these last days and let every man live in
the city for this is the city of zion all the streets
are of one width being eight perches wide also the
space around the outer edge of the painted squares is
to be eight perches between the temple and the street
onan every side no one lot in this city is to contain
more than one house and that to be built twentyfivetwenty
feet

five
back from the street leaving a small yard in

front to be planted in a grove according to the taste
of the builder the rest of the lot for gardens all
the houses are to be built of brick and stone the
scale of the plot is forty perches to the inch1

joseph smith history of the church of jesus
christ of latterdaylatter dal saintsdavday 7 vols deseret news press
salt lake city 1902 volvalvoivai 1 ppap 357358357 358

city 9
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before the temple could be built in independence

and the plans for the zion city incorporatedincorpora the saints
were driven from the area by mob persecution

the saints moved from independence missouri to

adam ondi ahman and far west the latter becoming the

principal settlement in upper missouri again a temple

site was located at far west and the surrounding land was

laid out in a modified plan of the city cf zion plat from

1836 to 18381833 the saints attempted to build the city of

zion in their new place of gathering but they failed
because of mob violence and internal strife while the

saints were in far west governor lillburn W boggs issued

the extermination order on october 27 1838 thus the

saints were forced into a fourth exodus

the fifth major mormon settlement was on the

mississippi river at commerce illinois and montrose iowa

commerce later became known as nauvoo it was the saintssaints1

most successful attempt at establishing zion before their
expulsion westward to the great basin it was here that
the social conditions culminated in the exodus three

major events led to the movement west one the doctrine

of plural marriage was made official two the mormons

stood to dominate the state political scene three the

prophet was martyredmarty thisred martyrdom precipitated

roberts comprehensive history vol 1 p 424
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uncontrolled persecution of the saints and their eventual

departure for the west

at the time of the exodus the population of nauvoo

was estimated at from 12000 to 20000 depending on the

source it was larger than chicago and was one of the

principal cities of the western frontier though not

completely succeeding in the building of zion at nauvoo

the saints had their best success they laid out nauvoo

with modification of the plan given by joseph smith in the

city of zion plat the members were trying to establish
peace when recurrent problems with nonmembersnon andmembers apostates

caused them to leave the saints saw the great basin as the

answer to their prayers a chosen land preserved by god

for them a place where enemies would not threaten and zion

could be established

the first encampment after leaving nauvoo was in

iowa territoryteeriterri atIL sugarory creek the second camp was estab-

lished in april about 150 miles from nauvoo at a place

called garden grove the pioneers moved from garden grove

to mt pisgah during the spring of 1846 council bluffs
florence nebraska and winter quarters became another

permanent camp for the saints on their westward trek it
was here that the mormon battalion consisting of 500 men

was called into government service to aid in the war with

mexico after wintering in the council bluffs area the

exodusp
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saints moved to salt lake valley stopping at fort laramie

in route
on july 24 1847 brigham young and the pioneers

entered salt lake valley after four days of irrigating
plowing and planting the leaders of the church officially
laid out the first city of zion the following account of

this important event is taken from berrett
the results of the brief explorations satisfied

the saints with the selection of the site of the city
and filled them with optimism for the future july
26 the members of the twelve met and designated the
site for a temple block between the two forks of city
creek by motion of orson pratt it was unanimously
voted that the temple should be built upon the site so
designated the apostles at the same time voted to
lay out the city in blocks of ten acres each with
streets eight rods wide running at right angles the
blocks were to be divided into lots containing one and
onequarterone acresquarter each one house was to built on a
lot and must be twenty feet back from the street line

hatthat there might be uniformity throughout the city 1

upon every alternate block four houses were to be
built on the west and four on the east the intervening
blocks were to have four houses on the north and four
onan the south thus no houses confronted each other
across the street and those on the same side were eight
rods apart this plan followed that laid down by
joseph smith for cities of zion

four squares of ten acres each were designated for
public grounds the plans for the city were presented
to the whole camp and unanimously accepted 1

this was the beginning of the mormon culture region in the

west

two days after his arrival brigham young organized

exploring parties for the purpose of locating future cities

william E berrett the restored church fourth
ed deseret news press salt lake city 1944 p 388
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for settlement within two years most of the great basin

had been explored and twentysixtwenty mormonsix colonies had begun

establishment scores of future cities were selected for
3future settlement huntershunter book contains a list of

fortynineforty communitiesnine established by 1877 several were

established later but they had been planned under the
4leadership of brigham young before he died in 1877

the foregoing though brief provides an historical
overview of the events related to the establishment of the
mormon culture region

SG eoqraahicalqranhicaleo framework

one framework for analyzing religious themes in

geographical studies consists of

1 the significance of the environmental setting

for the evolution of religious systems and particular
religious institutions

ilford woodruff journal july 26 1847 Ms

2
miltonmllton R hunter brigham young the colonizer

deseret news press 1940 p 361

3
pacleyparley P pratt autobiographyautobiocraph of pacleyparley P pratt

edited by his son parley P pratt jr deseret book
companyComo fourthany edition 1950 ppap 371381371

4

381

hunter op cit ppap 361367361

focfor

367

additional studies see the bibliographic
listing under cormonsmormonsMormons
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2 the way religious systems and institutions
modify

3

their environment

3 the different ways whereby religious systems

occupy and organize segments of earth space

4 the geographic distribution of religions and

the way religious systems spread and interact with each

other

environmental setting
the cormonsmormonsMor alongmons with many other americans

considered north america to be a special land prepared for

them by god henry nash smith emphasizes the feeling of the

americans as one of building the worlds garden the

people saw the fertile valleys and broad plains as specially
2designed for this purpose

the saints carried this attitude with them into the

west the words of the beloved mormon hymn come come

ye saints epitomize this feeling
come come ye saints

come come ye saints no toil nor labor fearsfear
but with joy wend your way
though hard to you this journey may appear
grace shall be as your day
tis better far for us to strive our useless
cares from us to drive

do this and joy your hearts will swell
all is well all is well

david sopher G eographv of religions op cit
P 2

0
heneyhenry nash smith virgin land ppap 138150138 150

1
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why should we mourn or think our lot is hard
tis not so all is right

why should we think to earn a great reward
if we now shun the fight
gird up your loins fresh courage take our god

will never us forsake
and soon well have this tale to tell
all is well all is well

wellhenihenluellueli find the place which god for us prepared
far away in the west
where none should come to hurt or make afraid
there the saints will be blessed
well make the air with music ring shout

praises to our god and king
above the rest these words well tell
all is well all is well

and should we die before our journeys through
happy day all is well
we then are free from toil and sorrow too
with the just we shall dwell
but if our lives are spared again to see the

saints their rest obtain
0 how well make this chorus swell
all is well all is weildwello

in each place they attempted to settle mormons saw physical

features which encouraged them in the great basin they

saw the many valleys streams and small alluvial deposits

as ideal locations for their zion cities the high

mountains surrounding them were seen as barriers between

them and their enemies the expanse of wilderness encouraged

themthed to spread out into many smaller communities rather than
2congregate in a large settlement

hymnisthymnstrymnshymns church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday
published by the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
deseret news press 1948 second edition ppap 131413

2

14

leland creer the foundingundinaFo of an empire salt lake
city bookcraft 1947 ppap 303305303 305
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modification of environment

the mormonscormonsMor asidemons from a few trappers and some

small indian tribes were the first people to make a perma-

nent impact upon the land of the great basin the changes

on the land came in many ways but they can generally be

grouped into the following categories features of
1 settlement

2 agriculture
3 irrigation
4 animal husbandry

5 transportation and communication

6 industry and commerce

exploitation

occupation and organization of earth space

it was in this area of land use that the mormons

deviated from the traditional methods of settlement and as

a consequence the unique mormon culture region developed

essentially the saints accomplished the same thing that
other pioneers and groups did ie they built cities
cultivated the land etc this alone did not make them

unique it was how they did it with which this section

deals

7
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arrington attributes the development of the mormon

corridor to a threephasethree colonizationphase process

1 preliminary exploration

2 calling of companies to found the settlements
3 the salt lake city community pattern

settlement features

in correspondence from the first presidency to

illiamwilliam1411 B preston one gains insight into the attitudes
of the church leaders concerning settlement policies

in all cases in making new settlements the saints
should be advised to gather in villages as has been
our custom from the time of our earliest settlement
in those mountainmoun valleysdaincain the advantages of this
plan instead of carelessly scattering out over a
wide extent of country are many and obvious to all
those who have a desire to the lord by this means
the people can retain ecclesiastical organizations
have regular meetings of thetho quorum of the priesth-
ood and establish and maintain day and sunday
schools improvement associations and relief societies
they can also cooperate for the good of all in financial
and secular necessary improvements further than this
they are a mutual protection and source of strength
against horse and cattle thieves land jumpers and

the mormon corridor is a term used to describe
the mormon settlement pattern it consists of the core
communities located along the wasatch mountains from ogden
south to payson and the scattered communities which extend
northward into southeastern idaho and southward through
utah into arizona and nevada this northsouthnorth extensionsouth
of mormon communities is referred to as the mormon cor-
ridor

2
leonard J arrington great basin kingdom harvard

university pressprfesspriess 1958 ppap 688988898868 89

2
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against hostile indians should there be any while
their compact organization gives93 themves many advantages
of a social and civil character which might be lost
misapplied or frittererfritteredfritt awayered by spreading out so
thinly that intercommunicationinter iscommunication difficult dan-
gerous inconvenient or expensive

we know of no reason why the methods that have
been pursued in the past on these matters are any
less applicable to the saints in idaho and wyoming
than they have proved to those in utah and arizona
while the families are gathered in settlements there
can be no disadvantage in having the farms outside
within easy reach as the peculiarities of the country
may admit the same as in our older settlements A

spirit to spread far and wide out of sight and reach
of the authorities of the church must be discount
enancedpenancedenan asced all latterdaylatter saintsday must yield obedience
to the laws of the gospel and the order of the
kingdom of god and a methodical comprehension and
intelligent system be inaugurated that we may gain
influence and not lose strength by strengthening
the cords of the stakes of zion

this quote not only shows the benefits of the mormon

settlement pattern but also the possible reasons why the

saints continued this pattern ie out of obligation to

follow counsel of their leaders this decree by john

taylor is nothing short of a commandment

many aspects of the mormon settlement are associated

with the manlandman relationshipland some of the more important

features are discussed below

1 streets the street orientation of the

communities generally followed the grid system corresponding

to the cardinal points of the compass their width varied

fremont stake manuscript history december 26
1882 church historians office

l1

author ties

& 0

the twelve apostles have this matter in hand
and will see that things are conducted right
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but they were usually from six to eight rods wide this
feature was somewhat different from that of the city streets
of the east coast and european cities from which the saints
came in that they were wider

2 houses the houses were made of adobe brick

stone or woody depending on the availability of building

materials and the cultural preference of the people

mormon centralhallcentral houseshall in the american west

typewritten paper
based on a slide lecture presented before the utah hesternwesternwesternswesteris
october 19 1971 and david winburn the early homes of
utah 184718901847 thesis1890 university of utah 1952

wood

orig

3

1lelandgleland he
19479

oi1
0gradhicalgeographical review vol 35 no 3 1945 ppap 444457444

richard
457

francaviglia mormon centralhallcentral houseshall in the
american west

9 91 9

Aannalsannais vol 5161 mono 1 1971 ppap 65716571065
ibid

711971t
pc ter

origi-
nally each house was built on a large lot with room for

gardens orchards etc roberts says the original lots were
2one and one quarter acre each the houses were so alter-

nated on the blocks that no houses fronted each other

across the street and adjacent houses were eight rods

apart the house styles though not entirely original also

became a recognizable feature in early mormon settlements

leland H creer the foundingFoun ofdinci an empire boo-
kcraft salt lake city 1947 p 307

B H roberts op cit p 280 and footnote
number 27 on same page

fonfor a discussion on mormon housetypeshouse seetypes the
following J E spencer house types of southern utah 11
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3 other structures buildings were often co-
nstructed to serve dual purposes particularly in the case

of chapels and schools these were usually brick or

unpainted wood structures A most distinctive building in

some mormon towns was the temple it commanded a site
that could be seen from the surrounding countryside its
presence was a definite factor in the local landscape

early temple communities included st george manti salt
lake and logan

4 walls and fences great emphasis was placed on

the building of mud and stone walls around communities and

individual properties the wall surrounding presentdaypresent

temple

day

square though rebuilt is a remnant of early pioneer

work often wall building was a point of contention

between slackers and their leaders
5 cemeteries though not necessarily distinctive

the mormon use of the land for this purpose was another

alteration of the land caused by man

6 vegetation excluding the agricultural crops

the saints were encouraged to plant shade trees to line the

cityity streets and country roads most obvious of these were

arringtonarcArr opangton cit ppap 112 154

2
A L neff history of utah deseret9

news press
salt lake city 1940 p 280

3 arrington op cit p 154
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the lombardy poplars which are still obvious in certain
locales

7 boundaries though usually not visual the

ward and stake boundaries were and are another significant
feature brought by the cormonsmormonsMor

8

mons

toponymstoponymy preliminary studies in this area

indicate the mormons not only left a visual physical

imprint on the westyhesty but many proper names in the region

also had their origin from mormon religious and cultural
backgrounds such names as lehi nephi moroni manti

smithfield and huntsville are examples of mormon toponymstoponymy

though incomplete this list does indicate the

widespread effect of the mormon religion on the settlement

of the great basin

agriculturalaarlAari featuresfeaturecultural
As previously noterynotedy the city of zion plat called

for all pastures and agricultural land with the exception

of personal gardens and orchards to be on the outside of

the city limits creer points out that fields of fivesfivey

ten and twenty acres were laid outyauty the smallest being

nearest the city and the others graded according to size
beyond it was the intention to have all saints live in

the city and commute back and forth to the farm lots each

creer op cit p 307
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day this is the basis for the urbanruralurban patternrural found

in the mormon west

other features resulting from the mormon agricul-

tural scheme were land policy field size fencing visual
patterns crop and horticulture introduction

land policy

the day following brigham youngs entrance into

salt lake valley he established what became known as the
mormon land law in a sabbath speech he said that no man

who comes here should buy land but every man should have

his land measured out for him for city and farming purposes

what he could till he might till it as he pleased but

must be industrious and take care of it it was the

churchs responsibility to distribute the lots etc brigham

young earlier at garden grove emphasized the point that
men should not take more land than they could cultivate and

if a man took more land than he could work it would be

taken from him

the church officials considered land to be a gift
from god therefore it could not be bought or sold further-
more because the saints were trying to establish zion it
would not do for some saints to control the land at the

expense or discomfort of other church members usually the

ilfordwilford woodruff journal july 25 1847 MS

201

1

0
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land was distributed to members by the drawing of lots and

they were to treat these as stewardships from god

field size
in comparison to other agricultural areas in the

united states the mormon farms were small several
reasons are suggested for this from the following state-
ments of the leaders it seems the smallfarmsmall conceptfarm was

almost considered doctrine brigham young advised the

people of richmond do not be anxious to have large farms

more than you can till but divide youryoue lands with your

brethren and make yourselves humble and happy referring
to orson hyde teaching a richfield settler remarked

we believe in elder hyde doctrine that ten acres of good

land well cultivated is better than twenty or thirty or

more acres skimmed over and producing weeds henry lunt
taught in cedar city A little farm well cultivated near

homes I1 know is your doctrine and it is mine and ever

was though it could be concluded that small farms were

encouraged to keep the saints from greed and speculation

still there were other reasons

hunter op cit p 141

2
ibid p 140
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in the desert region water was a premium and could

not be monopolized or used by a few to insure an equitable

use the land holdings were kept in small lots A third
reason was a matter of economics because of the coopera-

tion required in the establishment of new settlements men

did not have timeime to till large lots to stay in harmony

with church doctrines and the land law policy the saints
had to help in community fencing building ditches building

schools churches and private homes construction of roads

as well as tilling of one own farm A fourth reason for

the small farms was the church policy in regards to imm-

igrants coming into the region brigham taught that they

should have equal opportunities with their gospel brothers

in order to insure farm lots for thousands of incoming

pioneers it was necessary to restrict the size of lots10ts

A fifth reason was because of the technology available
most power was by animal draft human labor and a little
water power A final reason was the farmvillagefarm systemvillage
which the mormons used brigham young intended that settle-
ments be established every few miles wherever possible

this fixed the distance of the most remote farms at little
more than seven miles from the village larger lot sizes
would have substantially increased the traveling distance

bid

t

ones
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today farms in the mormon culture region are

generally larger because of the joining of smaller plots

into one many farmers or parttimepart farmerstime still travel
daily from a home in the city to the country farm

fencingfeilFeEL

the

cing

saints were always encouraged to fence or wall

in their communities and farms in some villages a single

fence would be constructed around the entire farming area

in the case of salt lake the original adobe wall turned

into a pole fence encompassing 5133 acres the eleven

mile fence was completed in 1848 constructed from various

building materials many such fences are still recognizable

in the rural areas of utah one author notes that the old

mormon fence is a colorful and shabby part of mormon land

scape which reflects the attitudes of the mormon farmers

to this author the fence is one of the factors that helps

one to recognize the region of influence by the mormon

culture
1 visual patterns when one contrasts the acres

of sagebrush and other deserdesert features to the agricultural
patterns established by the saints he concludes that indeed

there is a relationship between man perception and his use

creer op cit p 305

2richard V francaviglia the city of zion in the
mountain west 11 ERA vol 12 no 12 dec 1969 p 16
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of the environment such concepts as land use texture

orientation and size are readily applied by the geographer

and each brings a change on the original landscape see

the air photo on page 134 for an example of visual patterns

in the mormon culture region

2 crop and horticulture introduction scarcely

had a base of operations been established in salt lake

when calls to gather and bring contributions to build up

zion were issued the following instructions issued to

prospective emigrants show how these calls affected the

crop and horticulture of the region to all saints in

england scotland ireland wales and adjacent island and

countries we say emigrate as speedily as possible to this
vicinity bringing with you all kinds of choice seeds

or grain vegetables fruit shrubbery trees and vines

everything that will please the eye gladden the heart or

cheer the soul of man also the best stock of beast bird

and fowl of every kind t

the following list gives an indication of how the

saints responded these plants were introduced by the
3mormon pioneers

calls were issued to the saints by their church
leaders it was the duty of each person to accept and
fulfill these calls if he was to be considered a good
church member calls came to settle new lands open mines
farm cotton etc

lilleniallil starlenial vol 10 ppap 818861886181

3asee3see

88

see creer op cit p 342 hunter op cit
ppap 157160157 and160 arrington op cit ppap 220228220 228
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crops and horticulture
wheat winter and spring beets
barley carrots
oats currents

I1herethere are remnants

of these original attempts in horticulture ie lombardy

poplars shady streets mulberry trees used in the silk
industry sugar beets and fruit orchards

irrigation features

the saints contrary to some beliefs were not the

originators of irrigation in the west however they did

scientifically develop the system in the west

the mormonsmormons1 use of water was based on the policy

of appropriation

I1 ezieniqationgationgatlonbation

potatoes greens
cotton parsnips
sugar beets apples
alfalfa peaches
corn apricots
sericulture mulberry cherries
flax pears
peas plums
beans berries variety
cucumbers grapes
melons numerous ornamental

trees and bushes

this is perhaps one of the greatest and most dis-

tinctive contributions the mormons made in the western

united states they considered everything possible until
they found out otherwise even today

in opposition to the common law doctrine

of riparian rights and as usual the policies were carried
out by ecclesiastical authorities or their appointees the

creer op citcief p 306
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same principle applied in the mormon water law as in the

land law the water was not to be owned or controlled by

individuals it belonged to god and as such belonged to

all his people

within three years the territorial legislature had

established irrigation companies which were planning a

very extensive canal and reservoir system under the direc-

tion of president young though early records are

incomplete thomas estimates that almost 3000 milesmilesss in
3canal systems had been constructed in utah by 1910

many of the original water works constructed by

early settlers were continued and have been improved up to

the present time these canals and other features remain

as another indication of man impact upon the land

animal husbandry features

william kelley an english traveler in utah during

the 1850 made the following statement regarding mormon

livestock operations

the mormons have numerous herds of the finest

cattle droves of excellent sheep with horses and mules

enough to spare they have legions of superior

arrington op cit p 52 see also george
thomas the development of institutions under irrinatioirrigation
macmillan company new york 1920 ppap 429142

2

91

creer op cit ppap 343344343

thomas

344

op cit p 17
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poultry so that they live in the most plentiful manner

possible ft other statements about the livestock potential

of utah were made by a variety of visitors breelegreele
2gunnison stansbury fremont chandless and ferris

in spite of the problems found by the saints
fencing market competition indians and climate they

still established a noteworthy livestock industry also

associated with the livestock industry were other features
which developed as a result of the animalsanimal brought into the

region such features as fences corrals sheds barns

and food storage facilities appeared to accommodate the

business again some of these features still are visible
and attest to the wide range of influence wherein the
mormons changed the land

transportation and
communication features

this aspect of mormon land use and influence is one

of the most recognizable and enduring features in the
mormon culture region though these contributions were

usually not unique they were extensive and for the most

part they served as forerunners of present day systems the

most obvious impact on the land was the road network con-

necting the scattered settlements to each other and to the

williamilliam kelly across the mountains from new york
to california passimimassimi cited by neff op cit p 268

22creercreer op cit p 345

lwilliamawilliam
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individual farms mines forests and the urban streets
streets in the towns range from 80 to 120 feet compared

to the normal narrow streets of many older communities in

the united states the bridges constructed over the many

streams and canals were another contribution in the land-

scape change

the mormons made another significant contribution
when the railroads came to utah they not only helped

build the major railroads in the area but they also co-
nstructed many local spurs leading from their communities

2to anticipated sites of future railroad lines an

interesting sidelight to the construction of transportation

routes in utah is given in the milleniamillenialmillennialMilmii star1lenial and also in

the journal historhistorybistor A wooden railroad several miles long

was under construction for the purpose of securing red

sandstone from red butte canyon for the temple when it was

decided to use granite from little cottonwood canyon instead

the graded railroad was abandoned and the next two years

were spent in building a transportation canal from little
cottonwood canyon to the temple block a distance of twenty

john haws baum geographical characteristics of
early mormon settlements unpublished masters thesis
brigham young university 1967 ppap 777977

2

79

arrington op cit p 258

3billenialmillenialmillennialbliMilnil starlenial XN 1852 p 18

4 journal history feb I11 april 27 aug 31 1855
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miles this experiment proved impractical and was

abandoned however it does give an indication of the

saintssaints1 perception of environmental possibilities
other features associated with early communication

and transportation features were the early telegraph lines
of the salt lake city deseret telegraph company connecting

the numerous communities and the construction of the

salt lake city street car rails during the 1870sISTCPs the

church acquired possession of the salt lake city railroad
company and by 1883 had constructed nine miles of track

2leading to ailallali important sectors of the city

industrial and
commercial features

As was the case with plants and animals the saints
were encouraged to bring

the best tools of every description and machinery
for spinning or weaving dressing cotton wools and
flax and silk etc or models and descriptions of
the same by which they can construct them and the
same in relation to all kinds of farming utensils and
husbandry such as corn shelters grain threshers and
cleavers smut machines mills and every implement
and article within their knowledge that shall tend to
promote the comfort health happiness or prosperity
of the people so far as it can be consistently done
bring models and drafts and let the machinery be
built where it is used which will sure great expense

journal history oct 17 1861 arrington suggests
the deseret telegraph line was built so as to keep the
church membership unified against babylon also the leaders
could better administer to far away towns and it helped
secure settlements from indian attacks arrington op cit
p 230

2deseret news october 3 1973

1
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in transportation particularly in heavy machinery
and tool and implements generally1generally

these

1

instructions were motivated by the desire of the

church leaders to be selfsustainingself andsustaining independent of

babylon and to provide employment for all
missionaries were instructed to seek out and encour-

age the skilled members to emigrate to utah that they did

not fail is attested to in a record kept of immigration

occupation by james linforth between 1850 and 1854 he

recorded 96 boot and shoemakersshoema 8kersykerstkeesy printers 225 spinners

9 weavers and some 300 other specialized skills and
2occupations lt this input of skilled labor matched with

the resources resulted in a significant change in land use

and landscape factories and mills began to appear along

the streams and in the communities by 1854 the following

industries had been established some shortlivedshort orlived later
displaced but nevertheless a part of the manlandman rela-
tionship

land

wool factory cotton mills paper mill tanneriescanneriestann

textile
eries

mills a pottery factory iron mill silk factory

numerous flour and lumber mills 27 in salt lake by 1856

and sugar factories

brigham young manuscript historyhistorvofof brigham bounoyouno
second general epistle to the saints manuscript no
0808080 no8 7394 dec 23 1847 MS

2 james linforth route from liverpool ppap 161716

hunter

17

op cit ppap 158177158 passim177 arrington
op cit ppap 130160130 passim160

1196
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aside from the larger enterprises the saints were

also encouraged to establish home industries these had

a great influence on economics and commercialism in the

state of deseret until the coming of the railroad

exploitation features
contrary to many beliefs brigham young was not

opposed to mining as is shown in the first general epistle
to the saints in september 1847 his opposition was to

gold not to minerals which were needed in building up the

kingdom

should the brethren at any time discover any
specimens or beds of chalk lime coal iron lead
copper or any other minerals we wish they would
report the same to the council who will keep a record
of the same with the specimens the place where found
and by whom which record may be of great worth here-
after 2

youngsyoung true feelings about mining gold which is not an

essential mineral are expressed in this entry in the

millenialmillennialMil starlenial
when the saints shall have preached the gospel

raised grain and built up cities enough the lord
will open up the way for a supply of gold to the
perfect satisfaction of his people unto them let
them not be overanxiousover forixiousanxiousivious the treasures of the
earth are in the lord storehouse and he will
open the doors thereof when and where he pleases

arrington op cit ppap 295 and hunter op cit
ppap 1581661581660158 166o

journal2

166

history
4

september 8 1847 MS

millenialmillennialMil starlenial XI p 246 see also hunter op
cit ppap 178194178 194
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that brigham young favored mining in3 itsn time and place is

indicated in the organization of the iron and land missions

which were organized under his jurisdiction
generally the mormonsmormons1 impact on the land in

relationship to exploitation appeared in four major areas

mining lumbering quarrying and grazing these four

activities brought obvious changes on the land perhaps

their most significant influence on manlandman relationshipsland

was in conjunction with related factors certainly the

roads tracks the mills factories for processing and

buildings which resulted from the mines forests and

quarries were and still are a great evidence of man use

of resources for example when one thinks of cottonwood

granite does he think of a quarry or the salt lake temple

an exception to this might be the more recent kennecott

copper pit at bingham utah the destruction of timber

and overgrazing also caused changes in vegetation resulting

in floods because of erosion due to misuse of the land

though the visual impact might not be as great as with other

features mentioned certainly the exploitation processes of

early mormondom did drastically affect the manlandman relation-
ship

land

even if indirectly

arrington op cit ppap 127129127 129
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distribution speed and interaction
of religious systems

this aspect of the geography of the religious
played only a minor role during the first fifteen years of
mormon occupation in the west with the exceptions of the

indians and a few prospectors settlers and travelers the
mormon religion was the only significant system in the

region religious systems as a category will be modified

to include other groups of people not necessarily religious
systems when gold was discovered in california attitudes
and relationships began to change the utah war brought

many people to the west the spread of mining and the

subsequent building of the railroad marked the end of an

era of domination and solitude for the cormonsmormonsMor

the

mons

general attitude and policy of the church

leaders and most members toward gold seeking are expressed

in these sentiments

fourteen or fifteen of the brethren arrived from
the gold country some of whom were very comfortably
supplied with the precious metal that there is
plenty of gold in western california is beyond doubt
but the valley of the sacramentoSacram isentosnto an unhealthy
place and the saints can be better employed in
raising grain and duildingouildingbuildingDuilduli housesding in this vicinity

gustive 0 larson outline history of territorial
utah deseret book company third edition 1965 reprinted
in 1972 by brigham young university press ppap 146147146 here-
after

147
referred to as outline historiahistorya

0
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than in digging gold in sacramento unless they were
counselledcounsellercoun toselled do so1

brigham young continually repeated the policy of

the church in regard to gold seeking he said
you will do better right here than you will by

going to the gold mines those who stop here
and are faithful to god and his people will make more
money and get richer than you that run after the god
of this world some of you will come back but
your friends who remain herehare will have to help you
and the rest of you who are spared to return will not
make as much moneyroney as your brethren do who stay here
they will prosper and be able to buy you twice over
here the place god has appointed for his people 2

in october of 1848 the presidentspresident comments take

a strong approach for saints were selling their farms and

moving to the gold fields

if we were to go to san francisco and dig up
chunks of gold or find it here in the valley it
would ruin us many want to unite babylon and zion
but it is the love of money that hurts them if we
find gold and silver we are in bondage directly
to talk of going away from this valley for anything
is like vinegar to my eyes they who love the
world have not their affections placed upon the
lord3

in spite of the church counsel a few saints gave

into the gold rush fever and made preparations to leave

for california to those brigham made the following

remark t hope the gold mines will be no nearer than

history of brigham young MS 1849 september
28 1849

james brown autobiography MS ppap 119 123

3brigham young journal history october 1848
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eight hundred miles if you elders of israel want toid go to

the gold mines go and be damned w according to daniel

tylectyler not many elders of israel went but those who did

were asked not to returnsreturn

though

2

the church had substantial control over its
membership it could not stop the forty binersniners or their
influence on mormondom as they traveled through utah to

california it has been suggested that the following

changes and trends were a result of the gold rush
1 it increased the population as many gold seekers

stayed in utah or returned after they made or lost their
fortunes

2 because of the influx of people with different
attitudes etc the democracy of the church became outmoded

and a more practical government was created in the state of

deseret
3 the gentile intrusion into mormon country

seemed to accentuate this unification and cooperation of the

sect
4 the moral code of the saints was weakened as

the salt lake city became a major supply point where

merchandise could be sold bought bartered or stolen

racketeering and profiteering among the saints became a

great concern for the leaders of the churchechurchychurch

brigham young journal history july 8 1849 MS

daniel

return2
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the gold rush had favorable effects as well as

adverse
1 the gold brought into utah was made into coins

and a system of exchange was established

2 commerce and trade increased substantially
as buying and selling acquainted the saints with profits
to be made by the middleman

3 farm commodities produced a monopoly by the

farmers which lasted for twenty years this led directly
to colonization of new lands for agricultural purposes

4 because of oversupplies of fabrics and leather
goods the tannery and clothing industries suffered

adversely
5 these and other related occurrences caused the

whole mormon economy to undergo an abrupt and marked change

6 A final circumstance resulting from the

increased gold in the region was the expansion of foreign

missionary activity and the improved efforts of the

perpetual emmigrationmigrationimmigrationEm company both of these resulted in

increased mormon population in the great basindasindesin

it can be seen from the preceding factors that the discovery

of gold and subsequent events had a definite geographical

effect in many areas of the manlandman relationshipland the

creer op cit ppap 357361357 see361 also G 0
larson outline history ppap 171202171 202

icreer
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mining policy of the mormons was important in the landscape

development because mormon mining towns did not develop

the utah war in 1857581857 brought58 johnstonjohnstons army

of 2500 enlisted men and officers with enough civilian
employees and campfollowerscamp tofollowers build a city of 7000

people at fairfield many of these people became permanent

residents of utah after the civil war other military
groups came in from california it was these men who

developed utahs mining industry

the increased mining activities were instrumental

in speeding up the arrival of the railroad and the end of
32socalledso mormoncalled isolation

during the seventies utah underwent a major

economic transition originally the mormon economy was

based on agriculture but by 1880 mining had become a

major factor in utahs economy

during this transition period many developments

occurred which had a distinct impact upon the mormons

use of the environment

1 the development of boom mining towns that
are now ghost towns

2 organization of mining companies

3 the growth of claims stakes and other mining

features

larson outline history p 147
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4 construction of factories
5 construction of railroad lines to the scattered

mines

the change that occurred in the economic aspects of

mormondom reflected a like change in the attitudes of the

churchchurchy which in turn influenced their relationship with

other groups emerging in the area these changes can best

be shown in a statement made by the leaders we say to

the latterdaylatter saintsday work for these capitalists and work

honestly and faithfully if they have the means and

are determined to risk it in opening mines you work for

them by day haul their ores build their furnaces and

take your pay for it and enter your lands build houses

improve your farms buy your stock and make yourselves

better off the church leaders could see the positive

benefits that would result from these changes and they

encouraged the saints to take advantage of them as long as

they were honest and did not let babylon lead them

astray

during this transition period many developments

occurred which had a definite impact on the environment of

the region but most developments were not initiated by

the cormonsmormonsMor amongmons these were

neff op cit p 642
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1 the development of boom mining towns that are

now dwindling into ghost towns

2 organization of mining companies and the

development of legal procedures related to mining

3 the appearance of claims and other related

features such as mines tailing dumps etc

4 construction of factories and associated

buildings
5 construction of railroad lines

some of these features might have developed differently had

the mormons been actively involved

the cattle ranches of the southeast section of the

state grew up separate from the mining industry but still
relied heavily on the accessibility of the railroads all
of these served as encouragement for more and more people

to come to utah it is acknowledged that this aspect of

sophessophers framework was not entirely the result of the mormon

influence in fact some communities were and still are

dominated by nonmormonnon groupsmormon stockton bingham

fairfield ophir eureka park city price helper and

corrinne all but corrinne were based on the mining

endeavors of outsiders or apostate cormonsmormonsMor corrinnemons

during the confrontation period between the mormons and

these aspects and others are considered in G 0
laesonlarsonlarsons outline history of utah and the americanization of
utah for statehood by the same author

1
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nonmormonsnon becamemormons the gentile capital of utah A comcorncormcommcod

parison of these common landscapes with the mormon town will

reveal how the land was used differently by each group

the interaction between mormons and other religious
systems did not materialize until education became an

issue the jews protestants and catholics were not

willing for children to be educated converted in the

ubiquitous mormon school A second confrontation came on

the issues related to the mormon doctrine of plural
marriage these two issues became the focus of a bitter
political campaign for statehood which resulted in many

changes in government religious doctrine social life and

the construction of numerous nonmormonnon schoolsmormon churches

and hospitals speaking of these issues one author noted

transcending religious and moral issues it became
a smoke screen in a bitter struggle for political
power home rule to the entrenched cormonsmormonsMor withmons all
its blessings of self determination was an ideal to
be attained through statehood and therefore worth
fighting for but statehood with mormon church
domination was unthinkable to gentiles clinging to
federal controls for protection and patronage there
was a fight to prevent local state government then
democracy until the mormon church could be rendered
politically impotent 2

this conflict eventually led to a cancellation of many

mormon policies which had previously been practiced in the

colonization period

G 0 larson the ricanizationamericanizationam of utah for
statehood publisher press san marino 1971 p 34

3 lacsonlarson op cit outline history ppap 147149147 149hist
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conclusion

though the scheme for studying the impact of

religion on geography as discussed earlier would apply more

readily to a general religious study it can be used in a

more specific study such as the case of the mormon religion

admittedly some of the features suggested by the religious

framework do not pertain to the cormonsmormonsMor howevermons this
framework does allow for a more complete and systematic

understanding of religious phenomena which fall within the

area of geographical interest
now that a general survey of the mormonsmormon impact

on land use has been presented it is important to under-

stand some of the specific origins and causes behind the
mormonsmormons1 behavior in regard to land use

As pointed out most of the geographical work done

on the mormon culture region dealt specifically with the

description of the relic region and its establishment

nelson and others briefly mention some religious beliefs
behind the origin of the culture but they do not expand

onan them to any length the origin and processes which

influenced the growth of the mormon culture region are

generally discussed from an historical or sociological

viewpoint these approaches though proper and beneficial
leave at least one approach to be considered that of

perception contained in the field of cultural geography

in
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the environmental perceptionistperceptionismpercept mightionist ask what effect did

the perceptions of the saints have on land use and resultant
patterns and relationships and what was the origin of

those perceptions which dictated their use of the land

in the following chapters answers to these questions will

be considered

ailallali of the foregoing features of the mormon culture

region have either directly or indirectly been associated

withith the mormonsmormons1 occupation and organization of land it
can readily be seen that the mormon influence was more than

the ruralurbanrural relationshipurban and the unique village patterns

though the material presented does concern itself with what

happened and how it came about the total answer is found

in the answer to the question why

orig in

w1
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chapter four

ORIGIN OF EARLY MORMON perceptions AND THEIR

ROLE IN THE MANLANDMAN relationshipLAND

the manlaneman systemlane

there are many approaches open in the study of

manlandman relationshipsland geographers have diviseddevised models

formulas and systems to permit better understanding of the

reciprocal relationship between man and his environment

the manlandman systemland was discussed earlier this system will
be applied to the mormon culture as it existed in the nine-

teenth century to determine the role of mormon perception

in the manlandman relationshipland

the man

As discussed previously man is considered the key

figure in this system in spite of the limiting role
played by the physical environment man is generally the

initiator of action this action is within the possibili-

ties and opportunities man perceives in the environment

this perception is in turn tested by his experience goals

and technology his cultural milieu in the case of utah

man is a mormon and the cultural milieu includes the

105

technologyhis
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religious beliefs attitudes and doctrines which were a

part of that religion during the IBBOs

the perceptual filter
the perceptual filter is defined as the psych-

ological social and geographical aspects of the individual

or group which have their origin in the culture for the

purpose of this study these aspects are generalized into

four main categories
1 experience

2 attitudes
3 technology

4 needs

this numbering is not intended to suggestsugges thatac1c these

categories are always ordered and separate quite the co-
ntrary usually they are simultaneously intermixed the

ranking is for convenience in explanation and discussion

experience

it will be recalled that when thousands of pioneers

entered salt lake valley in 1847 the church had been in

existence for seventeen years the cultural and vocational

backgrounds were very diverse zion in the west was indeed

a culturalitcultural melting pot in spite of the saintssaints1 hetero-

geneity most had undergone at least three common experiences

larson outline history op cit ppap 116120116 120

exe erienceermence

hist

gen eity

It
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1 acceptance of new religious doctrines and

practices
2 severe persecutions and hardships

3 the rigors and trials of the exodus to the

west

these experiences and others not only created a unified and

cooperative atmosphere among the mormon settlers it also

helped shape the attitudes and beliefs of the saints
about themselves others and their environment

attitudes
the mormons had numerous attitudes regarding every

aspect of life many of these were shared with other

religions of the day others were unique to cormonsmormonsMor manymons

of these religious concepts had great influence on the
mormonsmormons1 use of their environment as was shown in the

preceding chapter the following are suggested as concepts

which played a vital part in shaping the mormonsmormons1 perception

of their environment and consequently their land use

A chosen people

this belief can best be explained by a scripture
from the doctrine and covenants abraham received promises

concerning his seed and of the fruit of his loins from

whose loins ye are namely my servant joseph this
promise is yours also because ye are of abraham and the

da 0yp

in
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wn the saints considered

themselves to be descendants of abraham entitled to all of

the blessings promised to him in genesis 17110171

the

10

promised land

another section of the doctrine and covenants

clarifies this concept

and I1 hold forth and deign to give unto you greater
riches even a land of promise a land flowing with
milk and honey upon which there shall be no curse
when the lord cometh

and I1 will give it unto you for the land of your
inheritance and for the inheritance of your children
forever while the earth shall stand

108

promise was made unto abraham

this instruction was given in 1831 at fayette new york it
had reference to land in missouri which was later accepted

3as the place of gathering and land of zion but because of

persecution the saints left it and eventually went to utah

which became the promised land it should be noted that
the mormons still believe that missouri is their promised

land of inheritance

the gathering of israel

joseph smith was given the following revelation
concerning the gathering of the saints while at kirtland

doctrine and covenants 132303113230
21bid2ibide

31

381820
bid 5712

4 brigham young journal of discourses vol 3 p 258

2

4

given

1doctrine

3
sebidoibido

3818 20

571 2
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my people according to the parable of the wheat and
the tares

twilford2wilford

3josephajoseph
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in 1833 that the work of the gathering together of
the saints may continue

therefore a commandment I1 give unto
all the churches that they shall continue to gather
together unto the places which I1 appointed observe
the commandments which I1 have given concerning these
things which saith or teachethtea tocheth purchase all the
lands by money all the land which can be
purchased in jackson county and the counties round
about and let honorable men be appointed even
wise men and send them to purchase these lands and
every church in the eastern countries when they are
built up if they will hearken unto this counsel they
may buy lands and gather together upon them and in
this way they may establish zion

after the mormons were driven from illinois and

went to the great basin brigham young decree this is
the place w fixed it in the hearts of the people that salt
lake valley was the new site for the gathering of the

2saints the feeling about the gathering is expressed in

these two statements by church leaders representative of

many others which could be cited

the gathering of this people is as necessary to
be observed by believers as faith repentance baptism or

any other ordinance it is an essential part of the gospel

of this dispensation as much so as the necessity of

building an ark by noah

wilford woodruff journal of discourses vol 18
p 221

q
joseph F smith journal of discoursesDiscourse vol 19 P

1921920

P

0 0

11

youngs

0 6
M0 brigham young made this

statement in one of his sermons eight years after the

doctrine and covenants 101647410164 741doctrine

po

19t pest
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saints arrived in the great basin among the first
principles that were revealed to the children of men in the

last days was the gathering the first revelations that
were given to the church were to command them to gather

and send elders to seek a place for the gathering of the

saints
1

zionism

closely related to the three preceding beliefs is
the concept of zionism As indicated in the following

scriptures from the doctrine and covenants the zion con-

cept was not only a place but also a spiritual state of

being or condition to be obtained by obedience to gods

commandments

anditandiland now behold this is the will of the lord
your god concerning his saints that they should assemble

themselves together unto the land of zion and now as

you have asked behold I1 say unto you keep my commandments

and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of zion

this vital and

underlying concept is adequately summarized in this state-
ment

we are here to build up the church of god the
zion of god and the kingdom of god and to be on hand
to do whatever god requires to build up this

brigham young journal history MS march 18 185518550

32 doctrineA
and covenants 6324 116 and 9721

0
01

0 0
n

2for this is zion the pure in heartzionthe
thisstate

hist
11 6
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kingdom to beautify zion and have pleasant habita-
tions and pleasant gardens and orchards until zion
shall be the most beautiful place there is on the
earth and by and by the kings of the earth shall
come to gaze upon the glory of zion and we are here
to build it up under the instruction of god our
heavenly father zion shall yet become the praise
and the glory of the whole earthy

priesthood

john taylor defined priesthood in 1853 as the

role and government of god

aun&un

the only legitimate
power the only authority that is acknowledged by him to

rule and regulate the affairs of his kingdom in

essence the mormon concept of priesthood was the authority

and power of god given to man to act in gods name this
priesthood was given to all lay male members over the age

of twelve who were worthy and desired to bear it at the

time of ordination a covenant and promise was made by the

candidate with god that he would be obedient to all
callings and responsibilities that came to him through the

priesthood leaders that this responsibility was taken

seriouslyser3ously is indicated in the following statements by

church leaders 0 ye elders of israel who have received

the holy priesthood we have this work laid upon our shoul-

ders we have to take hold and build up this kingdom or be

john taylor journal of discourses vol 24
p 201

bidibid vol 24 p 224

earth 1

t12

0 f

to

2

ijohn

seriously
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damned this is our condition we cannot get away from

it 0 0 0
0 john taylor concurred with wilford woodruffwoodruffs

I1 tell you ye elders of israel who neglect these things

priesthood duties and who shirk your duties god will
remove your candlestick out of its place god has

placed an important mission upon us he expects us to

fulfill it if we treat it lightly and neglect our
2duties he will remove us and others will take our crown

according to the saints this priesthood power was

not limited to religious functions alone because of their
belief in the unity of spiritual and temporal affairs the

priesthoodpraest playedhood a significant role in the daily physical

activities of the saints such things as building fences

digging canals cutting timber and planting crops were
3often associated with priesthood callings or missions

following the leaders

this concept is very closely related to the priesth-

ood obligations formerly mentioned but because of its
direct influence upon the mormonsmormons1 use of the land it

wilford woodruff discourses vol 22 p 206

2 john taylor discourses vol 20 p 21

williamji mulderlliam homeward to zion university of
minnesota press minneapolis 1957 ppap 229231229 see231 also
hunter op cit ppap 301341301 he341 discussed various missions
wherein people were called through the priesthood to settle
certain areas

210

3

IP 91
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deserves separate treatment the mormon scriptures clearly
show the role of church leaders in the lives of the saints

and the arm of the lord shall be revealed and the
day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of
the lord neither the voice of his servants neither
give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles
shall be cut off from among the people what I1
the lord have spoken I1 have spoken and I1 excuse
not myself and though the heavens and the earth
pass away my word shall not pass away but shall all
be fulfilled whether by mine own voice or by the
voice of my servants it is the same

in the church government hierarchy sixteen men are

considered to be prophets by the members As has been

shown these leaders often spoke about temporal or mundane

activities and ideas this is demonstrated again in a

comment made by brigham young in one of his religious

discourses

the latterdaylatter saintsday realize that there is no
period of mans existence not incorporated with the
plan of salvation and directly pointing to a future
existence consequently when we stand here to speak
to the people let every man speak what is in his
heart it matters not what the subject be ifit tends to improve the mind exalt the feelings and
enlarge the capacity the truth that is in all the
arts and sciences forms a part of our religion

0

1

J f
mindt

0 0

were I1 to give you a lecture today upon farming would
I1 be speaking upon a matter that transcends the bounds
of our religion agriculture is a part of it as well
as any other truth were I1 to lecture on business
principles of any kind our religion embraces it and
what it does not circumscribe it would be well for
us to dispense with it once and forever 2

doctrine and covenants 114 38

2brigham young discourses vol 1 p 334

14

2brigham
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4

persons ought we to be
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obviously if the saints were obedient to their leaders

teachings the saints perceptions of their duties would

be profoundly affected such instructions as where to

build a new community how large the lots should be what

crop was to be planted where the canals were to be what

industries were to be establishedifestablished if given by the leaders

were accepted by the saints as binding upon them this
acceptance greatly affected land use

second coming and millenialismmillennialism

this aspect of mormonism was shared with numerous

other religious sects of the day the saints believed that
they were the lords chosen people therefore it was their
responsibility to prepare the earth for his second coming

and to usher in the milleniummillennium gird up your loins and be

watchful and be sober looking forth for the coming of the
son of man for he cometh in an hour you think not lt was a

standard cry among the saints joseph smith before his
martyrdom encouraged the saints to prepare when I1

contemplate the rapidity with which the great and glorious

day of the coming of theusethaghegha son of man advances when he shall
come to receive his saints unto himself where they shall
dwell in his presence and be crowned with glory and

immortality

concerning the milleniummillennium

joseph smith documentary history of the churchchurchy
vol 1 p 442442011
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john taylor said the milleniummillennium is dawning upon the

world we are at the end of the sixth thousand years and

the great day of rest the milleniummillennium of which the lord has

spoken will soon dawn and the savior will come in the

clouds of heaven to reign over this people on the earth

one thousand years 1 to the saints the second coming

was imminent and their major responsibility was to build
up zion this was to be accomplished by obedience to the

prophetsprophets1 directives which included the establishment of

the city of zion plan as it was given by joseph smith the

concept of the city of zion plat is one of the basic physical

and visual factors associated with the unique mormon culture
landscape in the west even though it was never incorporated

exactly as joseph smith gave it
many other religious doctrines influenced the

establishment of the visual mormon landscape some of

these because they were used as a means to accomplish the

goals of the saints will be considered as tools and will
be discussed later it can be seen how the previously

mentioned attitudes of the saints did contribute to the
mormonsmormons1 perceptions and subsequently their use of the

land

john taylor discourses vol 18 p 113

I

ijohn

1
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technoloqvtechnolgu

the technological aspect of the perceptual filter
deals with the technical ability of the group being

analyzed in the case of the cormonsmormonsMor themons technology was

limited most of the work and production was done by animal

draft power or cooperative human labor there was some water

power use the technological equipment which the mormons

had access to still required animal or manpowerman itpower can

be concluded however that this lack of machinery did not

seriously affect the eventual outcome of the mormon culture
region

As soon as the leaders were aware of machines and

inventions that would help them in their cause they made

every effort to obtain it this is exemplified in develop-

ment of the sugar factory sericulture iron railroad
telegraph and many others the saints were certainly
not limited in their imaginative use of machinery as is
evidenced in a situation related by arrington where a

single piece of machinery was adapted to be used in three
separate industries

needs

after one has filtered his ideas or perceptions

through the experience attitudes and available technology

larson outline history ppap 175178175 188178 see also
creer op cit ppap 34858348 and58 hunter op cit ppap 15894158

2

94

arrington op cit p 115

1

their

2
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he then must formulate his need the order of considera-

tion may differ but the needs of the group must be

considered in relationship to the other aspects of the

perceptual filter needs are a result of the cultural
environment

the basic needs of the mormons as they arrived in

the great basin can be grouped into the following cate-

gories
1 physical needs the immediate need of the

pioneers was to secure food clothing and shelter for their
first year in the wilderness according to thomas bullock

brigham youngieyoung1syoungis secretary the saints started to farm the

day after they entered the valley
on this spot the pioneers arrived on thursday

23rd of july last at five pm the next morning
removed to the spot where the city will be built at
noon consecrated and dedicatededicateddedicated the place to the lord
the same afternoon four ploughs were tearing up the
ground next day the brethren had planted five acres
of potatoes and irrigated all the land at night

1

shortly thereafter the area was surveyed and the land laid
out in accordance with the city of zion plat As some

plowed and planted others constructed a fort as a temporary

settlement within a month twentyninetwenty lognine houses had

andrew neff history of utah p 104 as cited in
larson prelude to the kjlnqdom p 74

in

d

0

during the short space between the 23rd of july and
28th of august we ploughed and planted about eighty
four acres with corn potatoes beans buckwheat
turnips and a variety of garden sauce we irrigated
all the land

K Di adomedom

edica ted

foody
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been built in the walled fort each eight or nine feet
high sixteen feet long and fourteen feet wide according

to arrington it was these vital activities and plans in

the initial settlement which set the mold for future cities
2and the convergence of the mormon culture region

2 secular needs these needs were associated

with the economic and social needs of the pioneers they

included such things as the establishment of schools roads

industrial and commercial buildings protection from indian

raids communication recreation etc the saints lost no

time in establishing themselves in cooperative groups to

accomplish these needs each group had its own respons-

ibilities some constructed roads and dams other groups

built bridges and fences while still others made adobe

bricks and cut lumber one group was sent to explore future

sites for incoming saints two groups were sent for sup
3plies one to california and the other to fort hall many

of these activities which filled the needs of the saints had

a direct physical and visual impact on the land

3 religious needs according to creer the

religious needs of the saints were twofold the founding

arrington op cit p 45

2ibide21bid
3barrington3arringtonarrington op cit ppap 455045 and50 creer op cit

ppap 303312303 312

barrington1arrington

1

bilities
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of utah was distinctly the result of a religious appeal

the pioneers went to the great basin not from choice but

necessity their motive in going there was twofold to

rid themselves of violent persecutions by determined enemies

and to establish a commonwealth where they could worship

their god unmolested and build up his kingdom upon the

earth associated with the latter were such features as

the city of zion plan the churches and the temples ailallali
of which directly affected the landscape and aliailall of which

are still evident today

though the discussion of the perception filter has

been brief it has been sufficient to show that many if
not all of the early mormon activities in the west were

influenced by the mormonsmoeMor perceptionmonst of themselves their
environment and their potential

goals

As the foregoing needs were created in the minds

and lives of the saints they began to set goals in order

to fulfill these needs often as in the case of building

the city of zion and eliminating persecution the need and

the goals are similar practically everything the saints
did after they arrived in the west was related to the

motives which creer cites after the persecutions had been

creer op cit p 304

ni

in

icreer
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alleviated the saints directed all their efforts to

building the physical and spiritual kingdom of god aspects

of this goal may be classified as temporal geographical or

spiritual or religious but the fact remains the basic

original motivation was religious persecution had little
to do with the establishment of the unique mormon culture
landscape the persecution was mostly past after the
mormons left illinois after they arrived in the great

basin they could settle anywhere and in any way they

wanted because of their religious beliefs they established

communities instead of isolated farmsteads

tools

tools as defined in the earlier discussion of the

manlandman systemland are those instruments or activities which

are used to fulfill goals and satisfy needs they need not

be physical devices they may include anything that is a

means used to accomplish a goal

some of the more notable tools used by the saints
in their conquering of the desert include the

1 city of zion plat
2 irrigation
3 unity and cooperation

4 work

5 sacrifice and consecration

an thingy

Z lan
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it should be noted that the latter tools though they are

discussed as tools also reflect the feelings and beliefs
of the saints which affected their attitudes as they relate
to the perceptual filter

citcity of zion platpiatdiat
in the following quote no fewer than eight reasons

are given by john taylor for the use of the city of zion

concept in establishing mormon communities

in all cases in making new settlements the saints
should be advised to gather in villages as has been
our custom from the time of our earliest settlements
in these mountain valleys the advantages of this
plan instead of carelessly scattering out over a wide
extent of country are many and obvious to all those
who have a desire to serve the lord by this means
the people can retain ecclesiastical organization

they can also cooperate focfor the good of all in
financial and secular necessary improvements further
than this they are a mutual protection and source of
strength against horse and cattle thieves land
jumpers and against hostile indians should there be
any while their compact organization gives them many
advantages of a social and civil character which
might be lost misapplied or frittered away by
spreading out so thinly that intercommunication is
difficult dangerous inconvenient or expensive1expensive

from

1

some statements by brigham young we can see that there
were other reasons for the incorporation of the city of

zion tt
1 0 we will build strongholds against the mobs

this was spoken while the saints were still being persecuted

john taylor correspondence to william B preston
of logan utah fremont stake manuscript history december
26 188201882

y at

& T or
financial

260
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by their enemies another reason given by the leader and

obviously to his and the saints benefit was to assimilate

and cement them together that they become subject to rule

and order

irrigation
brigham young was acquainted with irrigation before

the saints ever arrived in the basin as is evident in this
statement from brigham youngs manuscript history written

at winter quarters february 26 18471647

I1 spent the afternoon and evening in council with
elders H C kimball 0 pratt E T benson W

woodruff george H smith A lyman N K whitney
william clayton and J MR grantgrantsgrante conversation
ensued relative to the journey westward the
construction of boats pioneer traveling location
seeds irrigation science etc 2

bancroft and hunter give us the following statistics
concerning the mormon irrigation system cooperative canal

building continued until by 18651665 there were 277 canals in

the kingdom totaling 1043 miles and built at the cost of

s1766939s1766t939 these canals together with equally expensive

ditches brought lifegivinglife watergiving to over 150000 acres of

ground which by then sustained approximately 65000 people

jay watson manuscript history of brigham young
180118441601164418011601 and18441644 184618471646164718461646 jay18471647 watson and smith secretarial
service salt lake 1966 1971 appp 140 265

2history of brigham young MS february 26 18471647

lacsonlarsonblarson3larson outline history p 173

is

3

ljay

1966p 9

H stonystory1.1
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the mormons were not the first to introduce the

practice of irrigation in the west but according to creer

they were the first to scientifically develop the system

bolton felt that irrigation was one of the single contri-

butions of the mormons to the upbuildingbuildingup of the great west

0 0 O0
fiafi2 to be sure the mormons1usemormonsluseMormon ofsluse irrigation assisted

them a great deal in providing for their agriculturalgragri

needs

cultural

it also had a definite impact on land use and land-

scape

unity and cooperation

one of the basic premises of the united order was

unity among the saints this order or law was established

before the saints were forced to move west one of the

first steps taken by the prophet after the establishment

of headquarters in kirtland was the institution of what

latterdaylatter saintsday called the uniteduniceduni orderced I1 a beligioreligio
social system communal in its character designed to abolish
poverty monopoly and kindred evils and to bring about

unity and equality in temporal and spiritual things

the mormon scriptures also emphasize the issue of unity

creer op cit p 342
2 herbert E bolton utah genealogical and historical

magazine vol 17 p 69

hosephjosephmoseph F smith millenialmillennialMil starlenial vol 67 p 628

1

a

unit

spirltualtuai 3

1creer
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I1 say unto you be oneoneoonee and if ye are not one ye are not

mine the cooperative spirit was essential if the saints
were to reach their goal in establishing zion it could not

be done by individual effort or in divided ranks arrington

describes this vital spirit in these words

the participants in the sublime task of building
the kingdom were to submit themselves to the
direction of gods leaders and to display a spirit
of willing cooperation cooperation as a technique
of organization by which migrations were affected
forts erectederect ditchesedvedt dug and mills constructed
came to be an integral part of this principle
cooperation meant that every mans labor was subject
to call by church authority to work under supervised
direction in a cause deemed essential to the prosperity
of the kingdom

these causes and calls
included cooperative arrangements for migration

colonization construction agriculture mining
manufacturing merchandising and in fact for every
realm of economic activity 2

though this tool cannot be seen the effects of it on land

use are everywhere to be seen in the mormon culture region

virtually every relic feature of the mormon culture owes

part of its existence to these two tools

work

A basic doctrine of the church was that every man

should contribute his share of labor or he was considered

an idler and he that is idle shall not eat the bread nor

wear the garments of the laborer furthermore he was to

doctrine and covenants 3829

arrington op cit p 27

ey

1
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be cut off from the church brigham young strongly

adhered to this doctrine as demonstrated in this state-
ment my policy is to keep every man woman and child

busily employed 0 my policy is to keep everybody busy

in building up this kingdom in building houses in

breaking up land in setting out fruit and ornamental

trees in laying out fine gardens pleasant walks and

beautiful groves and in building academies and other
2places of learning t he insisted that the saints be kept

busy at all times if he detected idleness he had ways to

stop it as is indicated in this humorous but sobering

incident one afternoon about two hundred of the brethren

were standing around a government building observing a

court trial As they were discussing the eventual outcome

brigham saw them from his office window he sent his

clerk over to write down all the names of the idlers the

next sunday in a church service without forewarning

brigham called off the names of the 211 drones and sent

them on missions that the saints accomplished what they

did with less than the best environmental conditions and

in such a short time is a monument to their willingness

to work

doctrine and covenants 4242 7529
2brigham young discourses vol 2 p 144

correspondence of heber C kimball cited in
arrington op cit p 155

112

3

3correspondence
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aceifjcesacrifice and consecrationcons

other

cration
aspects of the united order were sacrifice

and the law of consecration the former is made sufficiently

clear in these two statements by lorenzo snow and joseph F

smith both of whom became church presidents we have

the same priesthood that jesus had and we have got to do

as he did but we have got to make sacrifices in order to

carry out the purposes of god tf two years before

lorenzo snow statement joseph F smith made this comment

in regard to the saintstsaints1 obligation to sacrifice
we cannot build up zion except upon the principles

of righteousness men must forsake their wickedness
their lusts covetousness greed and love of the
pleasures of the world or they never will partake of
the blessings and glory of zion it is said in the
book of doctrine and covenants that we must be
willing to make a sacrifice of everything that we
possess in the world for the kingdom of god sake
and the man or woman that presumes to lay claim to
the gift of eternal life who is unwilling to make
this sacrifice will be offering an insult to the
dignity of the creator

on this principle hundreds left new homes and farms in

salt lake valleyvailey to answer calls to colonize new areas in

the great basin thus extending the mormon culture region

the law of consecration is defined in the doctrine

and colenancovenantscoyenan

lorenzo snow discoursesdiscoursesaDiscourse vol 23 ppap 341342341

2

342

joseph F smith conference enortreport april 1880
P 35
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nevertheless inasmuch as they receive more than
is needful for their necessities and their wants it
shall be given into my storehouse

and the benefits shall be consecrated unto the
inhabitants of zion and unto their generations
inasmuch as they become heirs according to the laws
of the kingdom

behold this is what the lord requires of every
man in his stewardship even as I1 the lord have
appointed or shall hereafter appoint unto any man

and behold none are exempt from this law who
belong to the church of the living god 1

emphasizing the necessity of obedience to this law john

taylor said

referring to the united order the lord has given
us to understand that whosoever refuses to comply with
the requirements of that law consecration his name
shall not be known in the records of the church but
shall be blotted out neither shall his children have
an inheritance in zion 2

it is the feeling of some that without these tools mentioned

the saints never would have created a distinctive cultivecultice
region and landscape

though numerous other tools were used by the saints
in establishing their great basin kingdom the foregoing

are sufficient to show the role of tools in the manlandman

system

land

doctrine and covenants 70110701
2

10

john taylor discourses vol 21 ppap 585958

3

59

hyrum L andrus and laritz peterson personal
interview salt lake city june 1973 published by utah
historical society and utah historical quarterly summer
1971 vol 39 no 3

3
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environment

it has been noted that the natural environment

existed independent of man and was indifferent to his

activities the land plays a role of limitation in the

manlandman relationshipland it provides certain potentials and

opportunities to be used by the man according to his own

perceptions and desires
As has been demonstrated man use of the physical

environmentenv3enva isrosmentronment filtered by his cultural perception and is
directed by his goals and the tools available to him mans

role in the system has thus far been considered the

physical environment now requires attention

physical setting

according to fennemans physiographic classification
of the united states the mormon culture region as outlined

in chapter two lies within three different physical

providencesprovi thedences columbia plateau on the north the basin

and range providence on the west and the colorado plateau
2on the east this makes the physical features of the

mormon culture region very heterogeneous the physiography

varies from mountain ranges 11000 feet in elevation to

preston james physiography of man p 6

nevin M fenneman physiography of western united
states mcgrawhillmcgraw hill book company inc new york 1931
ppap 226 275 3273270

1

lim tation

mants

2269 2759
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plains and deserts As would be expected the climate

soil vegetation and topography offered great variety to

the options of the saints as they began to use the land

location
As shown on the map the mormon culture region

includes all of the state of utah part of the snake river
plain in idaho and oregon the western edge of the region

is within the state of nevada the eastern portion of the

region includes a little of southwestern wyoming then

follows the coloradoutahcolorado borderutah southward the southern

limits extend into nevada as far as las vegas and also

include a strip of northern arizona and a small section of

northwestern new mexico and southwestern colorado though

the mormon culture is dominant in the region outlined above

it is recognized that there are isolated areas within it
that are not totally characteristic of the mormon culture
region

climate

because of the nature of the physiographic region

it is difficult to deal with specific climatic factors it
is generally acknowledged that for the most part the

areas settled by the mormons were dominated by a dry climate

annual rainfall is less than fifteen inches the majority of

moisture coming in winter snowfallssnowballssnow summerfalls temperatures

is
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often reach 100 while winter temperatures usually are

freezing or below there are exceptions especially in the

southern portion of the region there winters are mild and

snow is infrequent

soils
again soils vary according to site and situation

along the mountain ranges the alluvial fans and delta

plains consist of sicrozemsierozemSicro brownzem and chestnut soils which

produce abundant crops generally the desert soil consists
of lacustrine deposits which give way to alkaline soil and

poorly drained sediments these soils along with the

mountain soils were used mostly for grazing purposes

vegetation

when the saints first arrived in the valley they

were greeted with a vista of sagebrush greasewood rabbit
brush and salt grass dotted with cottonwoods and willows

along the streams grass and meadows were adjacent to the

lakes the mountain vegetation offered a greater variety

consistingcons ofasting conifers aspen oak etc

the preceding physiographic sketch was adapted
from fenneman and a masters thesis for the department of
geography at brigham young university by john haws baum
entitled geographical characteristics of early mormon
settlements it submitted in 1967

2m
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topography

the topography of the mormon cultureulturealture region is as

diverse as the culture features are similar according to

fenneman the following characteristics are typical of this
region mountains hills plateaus ravines deserts

dunes mesas plains terraces etc one who has visited
the region or has seen pictures of it knows how difficult
it is to describe the topography generally the saints

settled along the mountain ranges where the valley streams

entered the basins or plains areas

in consideration of the environment and its influ-
ence on mormon land use it should be remembered that many

areas lying within the boundaries of the region because of

its physical condition were not affected to any great

extent for the most part the main areas that this study

is concerned with are the settlements themselves and

surrounding landscape for agriculture forestry mining

and grazing some of these areas though used by the

saints may not bear any physical landscape features

interaction

it is in this aspect of the system that the real
manlandman relationshipland is established some of the initial
contact areas have been discussed earlier the visual

fenneman op cit ppap 238244238 274278274244 305278
3303333303330330 3333330

topoara phx

C

1

ifenneman 305t



www.manaraa.com

nocnorth

132

results of interaction between man and the environment

occur in the following categories
I11 urban patterns
2 rural patterns
3 exploitation patterns

4 transportation and communication patterns

each of these categories consists of numerous subdivisions

and minor categories some of which often overlap

the following examples illustrate various aspects

of the mormon interaction with the physical environment in

the west it will be noticed in each case how the percep-

tion of the man played a significant role in the development

of the mormon culture region

weather

during the last decade of brigham youngs life
areas for expansion were rapidly disappearing the only

real possibility was north into the snake river valley of

idaho where there were still unoccupied valleys but

because of a previous visit northward brigham young

declined to encourage settlement because of the fear of

frost and short growing seasons his perception of the

idaho country is shown in this account of his trip north

the farther north we go the less good characte-
ristics are connected with the valleys except in

meinig op cit p 204

1
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articles of fish water and in some instances
timber and when the people are obliged to live in
the north country that will be high time for them
to go there1

it was not until after brigham young death that a con-

certed move was made to settle this area and this was

done by individual mormon families without church

sponsorship but it was too late in 1863 idaho was

organized as a territory by gentile ranchers miners and

federal officials who had little sympathy for the cormonsmormonsMor

the

mons

mormon pioneers had to settle where they could

it is obvious how the mormon culture region might

be different today had it not been for the perception of

president young though the mormons are dominant throughout

most of southern idaho the landscape clearly shows a

change particularly in the ruralurbanrural relationshipurban and

the field patterns many farmsteads are more isolated and

the farms are generally larger and more spread out the
compact ruralurbanrural pictureurban as seen in the air photo of

spanish fork fig 7 is not as evident in southern idaho

water

although the mormons were familiar with the riparian
rights system for water use they preferred to adopt a new

M D bealsealbeai A history of southeastern idaho
caldwell idaho the caxton printers 1942 p 1991990

2meinigmeinig op cit p 204

youngs

2

southeasternjdaho
po
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law which was more in keeping with the ideals of the zion

society they were trying to create this new policy became

known as appropriation based and operated on religious

features within the church it was presented and voted

upon by the saints within three days of their arrival in

the basin it consisted of the following features
1 no one was to own water because it belonged

to god and was the stewardship of the saints
2 early settlers were to be concerned for and

were to assist the late arrivals in regard to their water

needs

3 the water system required a cooperative effort
to build and maintain

4 each individual water system was controlled by

a high council composed of ecclesiastical heads and their
appointees and it was to be operated in accordance with

priesthood government

the outcome of this policy can still be visualized
throughout the culture region what might have been

different in the landscape if the saints had used the

riparian law is not hard to imagine there would have been

fewer canals larger and fewer fields homesteads would

appear near water ways and there probably would be fewer

compact communities and certainly the field patterns and

hunter op cit ppap 148157148 and157 arrington op
cit ppap 525352 53c 1itp
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some industrial sites would be considerably different
again owing to perception of the environment as well as

the social aspect a unique feature was created

field patterns

this is a direct resuitresultresul oft the land law laid down

by the church leadershipleaderships it is very similar to the water

law in origin and purpose because this feature has been

considered previously in the text it is only necessary to

point out that this policy was also a result of mormon

perception which had its origin in religious doctrine

for an illustration of its impact on the land one need

only to compare it with most other agricultural areas of the

united states the small lots of five ten twenty forty

acres form a real contrast when compared with the 100 and

180acre180 farmsacre and dry farms found in other sections of the

country

buildings

the most distinctive feature about mormon buildings

is their architectural style most significant of course

is the mormon temple one of which has become a worldwideworld

symbol

wide

of mormonism along with the famous salt lake

temple the others play a prominent role in the visual
landscape of the mormon culture each is located in a

prominent geographical position which immediately draws

attention to it

build

v
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early mormon chapels are also important contributors

to the urban landscape especially in the small rural co-
mmunities possibly they are becoming more prominent in the

region as they become fewer in number and as they are

removed to make way for modern edifices
A third building is the relic mormon house though

not as widespread these old stone brick adobe and wood

homes remind one of the cultural origins of the church in
new england with its stone buildings

A last building which is a prominent landscape

feature in salt lake is the mormon tabernacle on temple

square though many mormon towns have them none are so

distinctive and recognizable as the tabernacle in salt
lake

all of these buildings are associated with religious
phenomena the temples chapels and tabernacles were

designed for religious worship and activity the mormon

home owes part of its origin to the city of zion plan

because its builder was instructed to use stone or brick

whenever possible

alurbanruralurbanRur scheme

this aspect of the mormon culture region is perhaps

the most significant of all the features discussed in this
thesis it too had its origin and subsequent emphasis in

the area of religious phenomena the saints considered the

city of zion plan a revelation from god and it was their

in

build lated w things assoc 2

munities

bricky
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duty under covenant to build zion according to those

instructions for this reason the country farmstead is
absent in the relic mormon culture region A statement

by wilford woodruff confirms this emphasis while speaking

of the prophet joseph smith he said

he also presented us in some degree with the plot
of the city of kirtland which is the stronghold of
the daughter of zion the plan which he presented
was given him by vision and the future will prove
that the visions of joseph concerning jackson county
and all the various stakes of zion and the redemption
of israel will be fulfilled in the time appointed of
the lordalordj

it was considered the duty of every saint under covenant to

build zion according to his leaders instructions ie
live in the town and not on the farm site for this reason

the isolated country farmstead is absent from the relic
mormon region as was previously cited in a correspondence

of john taylor to church officials in logan see page 121

missions

in the early mormon period in the west people

were often called to go on missions for the church these

missions were of three types
2

1 a mission to proselyte

journal historyhist april 6 1837
9hunter op cit ppap 301321301 he321 specifically

discusses the santa clara indian mission and the elk
mountain mission

accord ing

lord 1

miss-ion

ang

lon
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ppap 322341322 here341 he discussed the las
vegas and fort lemhileahi settlements

arrington op cit ppap 87 122127122 33127 127-
129 216222216

hunter

222

op cit ppap 290300290 300
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2 a mission to establish new settlements
2

3 and an economic mission

all of these missions had some impact on the land some

brought thousands of converts to utah others established

the ruralurbanrural patternurban and associated settlement features
and still others changed the landscape through mining and

farming operations

two aspects related to the mission concept should

be collaborated first the indians of north and south

america are considered by the mormons to be fellow members

of the house of israel therefore they are entitled to

all the blessings enjoyed by the covenant children of

abraham the saints considered it their duty to teach

the natives of their heritage and religious opportunities

this was especially important because the book of mormon

contained an account of the ancestry of many indian groups
q

and godseodsgods dealings with these ancient peoples

A second and most critical point was that all
callings regardless of their nature from the church leaders
were callings from god they must be obeyed or punishment

would result most people were called without previous

ibid

3

libidot

cittaitt
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notification and were expected to accept the call and be

prepared to depart within the week again it will be

noted in both instances the influence of mormon religious

beliefs on activities which directly affected the manlandman

relationship
land

the list of examples that could be cited showing

the effect of religious directed perception on the land is
almost endless these few should be sufficient to emphasize

the point certainly the religious background and orienta-

tion of the mormons had a major influence in their use of

the land and on the development of a unique cultural land-

scape

reaction and evaluation

in the manlandman systemland the reaction and evaluation

follows the aspect of interaction though often they may

be concurrent after man has interacted with the environ-

ment some kind of response is called forth either the

experience was beneficial or it was not thus allowing the
man to continue alter or discontinue the specific

activities being evaluated

As is the case in most large undertakings the
mormon experience produced some positive results and some

negative results which caused the activity to be discarded

arrington op cit p 33

in
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altered or delayed the fact that the mormons stayed

after the first few years of hardship and disappointment

is an indication that the overallover experienceall was favorable

in spite of the setbacks

most of the positive factors resulting from the
mormon great basin experience is a matter of history and

has been mentioned continually throughout this study they

need only be mentioned briefly here such features as the

freedom from mobs self sufficiency successful agriculture
through irrigation religious freedom and the ruralurbanrural
plan

urban

and many other endeavors and goals had been reached

successfully

however there were other efforts mostly economic

in nature that required the saints to readjust or delay

their activities in some cases the activities came to a

complete halt A list of the failures resulting from

mormonsmormons1 interaction of the environment might include the

following incidents the cotton industry was closed in

1871 because it was found to be in nevada instead of utah

thenetherehere was also an outbreak of malaria which caused brigham

young to move the settlers it was revived sporadically

until 1910 the sericulture declined when the railroad
came to utah when commercial ties with the outside world

arrington op cit p 222

is
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increased brigham young had personally invested over

2500000s2500000 in the silk industry

the

I1

iron and lead industries failed for several
reasons among them the lack of capital a shortage of good

coal and of labor another reason for their failure was

the lack of technical know how brigham thought the

failures were due to a selfseekingself spiritseeking among the

missionaries called to labor at the smelterseltersshelterssm

the sugar beet industry had difficulties from the

very beginning the unexpected 500000 tariff at new

orleans the expenditure for the construction of forty

wagons which later had to be abandoned were only the

initial setbacks bad weather in crossing the plains the

purchase of new wagons food and cattle causing great

indebtedness from which the deseret manufacturing company

never recovered contributed to the failure lack of

needed machinery retorts and the skilled labor caused the
3final failure of the sugar industry in early utah

the early attempts to construct a wooden railroad
and later a barge canal both resulted in costly expend-

itures in tithing labor and money the original intent
was to provide transportation for building materials for

bid p 254

21 bid

personallyinvested

2

ibidep 2540

2ibidbibid q
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the salt lake temple at the end of three years and at a

cost of thousands of dollars the efforts were abandoned

other disappointments which the saints had to

evaluate included natural disasters such as early frosts
the cricket invasion and floods two factors caused by

political issues had a great influence on the relic mormon

2culture region the utah war in 1857 and the polygamy

which brought federal intervention and control of the

church properties lt many towns were abandoned after
original mormon settlement

the threatening invasion of U 5 troops caused

brigham young to gather his saints from the outpost co-
mmunities in preparation for a mass exodus south two

communities fort bridger and fort supply recently

established by the saints were burned to the ground others
were abandoned and were never resettled by the cormonsmormonsMor sanmons

bernardino carson city fort lemhileahi and the elk mountain

mission at moab several thousand missionaries were called
home and immigration stopped during this period

arrington op cit p 112

roberts op cit ppap 198303198 especially303 see also
arrington ppap 170182170

G

182

0 larson americanization of utah op cit the
entire book deals with this issue and its effect on mormon
kingdom

3
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the polygamy issue precipitated events which had

farreachingfar effectsreaching on the mormon culture region most

of these were associated with political maneuvers of gentile
and government officials which in turn influenced settle-
ment immigration church government and mormon economic

efforts
all of the preceding occurrences and many others

had to be evaluated by the mormon community in order to

adjust its activities A review of mormon history would

show where many of these readjusted interactions with the

environment later became successful where they had originally

failed the fact that the mormons stayed in the area after
the first few years of hardship and disappointments is an

indication that the overallover experienceall in the lestwestilestliestiest was

favorable that the saints were reaching their goals in

spite of the setbacks

feedback

once the evaluation has been made of the inter-
action with the environment and adjustments have been

considered this feedback is received by the individual or

group in a sense it is a summary of the activities and

feelings in regard to the success of the endeavor

in the case of the mormonscormonsMor thismons feedback process

usually took place in conferences and by correspondence

the church leaders would report the success or failures of

ofthe

I
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the colonization efforts these reports are demonstrated

in the following excerpts from the leaders communications

less than a year after the saints arrived in the
great basin this article appeared in europe in a church

publication

emigration the channel of saints emigration
to the land of zion is now opened the longwishedlong
for

wished
time of gathering has come the resting place

of israel for the last days has been discovered
beautiful for situations and the ultimate joy of the
whole earth is the stake of zion established in the
mountains in the elevated valley of the salt and
entaueneau utah lakes with beautiful river jordan
running through it there pregnant clouds
introduce their fertilizing contents the
streams and rivers are enriched by valuable wate-
rfalls the various timbatimbertimbm of lofty mountains
wait in proud readiness to bow at the signal of the
axe mills factories hamlets mansions houses
and cities can be supplied with building materials
from the unculled forests of many ages

this great basin is adequate to sustain many
millions of people now rejoice and lift up
your heads the day of release dawns all that
can gather up their effects and set their faces as
a flint to go zionward the word of the lord comes
forth from zion to the upright of all the earth

where could a place have been found
where we might enjoy freedom of thought freedom of
speech and freedom of worship if not in these
mountains I1 am ignorant of the place we have

illeniallenialil star vol 10 no 3 p 40

ID

r

1
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1

in 1852 at a july 24th celebration brigham young

gave this message of feedback

five years ago this day the pioneers approached
this valley with their implements of husbandry we
came for the purpose of finding a place to set our
feet where we could dwell in peace that place we
have found

1billenial
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enjoyed perfect peace here for five years and I1
trust we shall for many fives to commercorner

after making a fiveweekfive tripweek through the southern settle-
ments of the territory parley P pratt gave this report

to the saints at salt lake in 1856

I1 know of no particular drawback in any large
portion of the settlements in every settlement
a peculiar spirit of industry characterizes the
saints there is every prospect of good crops good
gardens and good grain

he refers to the mormon success as a miracle

here are a people congregated in the capacity of
civil and religious governments in the valleys of
utah made up of almost all nations and languages
0 0 having brought with them a variety of manners
and customs as well as many peculiar opinions and
nationalities and besides these they have been
gathered out from almost every sect and creed under
heaven A miracle a sign and a wonder isthis2

this feedback was essential to saints it helped

them overcome discouragement and depression but more

important they were successful in their efforts to estab-

lish the kingdom of god which was the driving force

behind all their endeavors

goal satisfactiondissatisfactionsatisfaction
in

dissatisfaction
the manlandman systemland the goal satisfaction was

an indication to the man that his interaction with the

environment had been successful and that he had been

brigham young discourses vol 1 p 144

pacleyparley pratt discourses a vol 4 ppap 9109 10

come 1

5 atis faction dis sat is faction
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rewarded for his efforts if goal dissatisfaction was the

resuitresult a change in the perceptional filter goals and

tools was affected and the cycle began again based upon

the previous experiences

in spite of the success of the mormons in estab-

lishing their kingdom of god in the west many of the

original plans had to be altered or discarded overall
the goal of the saints had been reached they had been

relieved from mob persecutions and they had laid the

foundation for a zion society many subsequent goals and

tools and interactions have occurred but the relic land-

scape of the mormon culture region remains as evidence of

the manlandman relationshipland

it has been demonstrated that through the manlandman

system

land

the relationships between man and his environment

can be effectively studied in specific situations to be

sure there are refinements and adjustments to be made in

this system but in spite of its weaknesses it can be a

useful tool to the geographer in studying the manlandman

relationship
land

2
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chapter five

SUMMARY AND conclusions

As man today perceives the surrounding environment

as his home and consequently alters that environment to

suit his needs he becomes a major agent in the development

of landscape so it has been through history man guided

by his cultural milieu has perceived opportunities or

limitations in his environment and has acted accordingly

he either changed the environment to suit his needs or he

changed his needs to suit the environment this triad
relationship man perception and environmentenvironmentis is the key

issue in the manlandman relationshipland often man and his

perception have been overlooked in geographical studies

the relic mormon culture region of the american

west provides an opportunity to study how mandan perception

of his environment affected physical changes in that
environment this study is not only concerned with the

resultant visual features of the region but also with how

the mormon perception influenced the development of land-

scape eatoresfeatureseatures
through the study of geographical historical and

religious literature it was shown that the mormons did

148
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create unique geographical features in the west many of

these features were direct results of the mormonsmormons1 percep-

tion of themselves and their environment furthermore it
was shown that many of the mormon perceptions originated in

religious principles some of these religious teachings or

attitudes were traced in specific situations to a landscape

feature which had been created by the cormonsmormonsMor

the

mons

results of this research can be summarized

into two categories one dealing with the physical land-

scape features and the other dealing with the perceptions

and their origin that led to the development of the land-

scape which make the distinctive mormon culture region

physical landscape features

the features of the relic mormon landscape can be

grouped into seven categories each consisting of several

categoriessubcategoriessub it should be noted that the geographical

phenomena which make the mormon culture region distinctive
are contained in the features ie streets urbanruralurban

pattern
rural

and buildings

settlement features
a streets
b houses

c temples tabernacles chapels

d government buildings schools academies

ginated
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e walls and fences

f cemeteries

g horticulture
h ecclesiastical boundaries not visual

i toponymstoponymy

agricultural features
a field size
b field patterns

c fences

d crops

e implements

irrigation features
a dams

b reservoirs
c canals
d ditches
Qe furrows

animal husbandry features
a livestock
b fences

c corrals
d sheds

e barns

f storage features

ce
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transportation and communication features
a roads rural
b streets urban

c bridges

d railroads
e telegraph lines
f street car tracks

industrial and commercial features
a machinery

b mills
c factories
d stores
e related buildings

exploitation features
a mining

b lumbering

c quarrying

d grazing

it is concluded that the mormonscormonsMor throughmons thette

activities and features mentioned above had a profound

impact upon the landscape of the american west nearly

every aspect of the manlandman relationshipland in the mormon

culture region bears some indication of mormon influence
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perception and its origin

the following beliefs and attitudes had direct
influence on specific aspects of the mormonsmormons1 perception

and use of their environment

chosen people

the mormons considered themselves to be israelite
descendants from abraham therefore as a chosen people

they were entitled to certain special blessings from god

they considered themselves to be a blessing to the earths
inhabitants

and behold ye are the children of the prophets
and ye are ofthe house of israel and ye are of the
covenant which the father made with your fathers
saying unto abraham and in thy seed shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed 1

promised land

all of north america was considered to be a land of

promise by the cormonsmormonsMor aftermons their expulsion from the

center place of zion jackson county missouri the saints
came to accept the intermountain west as a place especially

prepared and saved for them by god the great basin region

was their stewardship from god it was they who must

subdue the wilderness and make the desert blossom as a

rose this belief led to the establishment of mormon

book of mormon illIII111liiili nephi 2025

joseph smith history of the churchchurchychurche vol 6
ppap 318319318 319
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peo pap1

of the 9

consi dered
2

1dook

2



www.manaraa.com

153

communities throughout a widespread area rather than few

large concentrations of saints

gathering of iseaisra el

the saints perceived it to be their religious
obligation to secure a place and then gather all the

righteous people of the earth to that place after they

were exiled from the midwestmid saltwest lake valley and the

surrounding great basin area became the gathering site
through proselyting activities overseas tens of thousands

of converts to mormonism came to the american west in response

to the call to gather

zionism

because of their being the chosen children of god

the mormons thought it their religious duty to establish
a physical zion as well as a spiritual zion this was

accomplished through the establishment of cities and farms

throughout the great basin brigham young makes this
statement regarding the saints responsibility to build
up zion

do we realize that if we enjoy a zion in time or in
eternity we must make it for selvesorselvesarselvesourselvesorar were we to
send a hundred families of saints into a valley not yet
inhabited being acquainted with its climate soil and
general capabilities for productiveness in the vision

see william mulders homeward to zion and james
linforthslinforthtsLinforth route from liverpool for detailed accounts of
the gathering of saints to utah from europe

israel

liverpoolpooits
isee
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of our minds we could see in the future comfortable
and commodious houses for the people to dwell in
buildings for religious worship and education
temples tabernacles and academies also houses for
amusement and state purposes barns and stables
yards for the accommodation of animals wellfencedwell
farms

fenced
granaries filled with grain orchards and

gardens wine fruit meat silk woolen and cotton
fabrics the lord has done his share of the
work he has surrounded us with the elements
containing wheat meat flax wool silk fruit and
everything with which to build up beautify and
glorify zion of the last days and it is our business
to mould these elements to our wants and necessities
according to the knowledge we now have and the
wisdom we can obtain from the heavens in thisthithl
way will the lord bring again zion upon the earth
and in no other we are not going to wait for
angels or for enoch and his company to come and build
up zion but we are going to build it we will raise
our wheat build our houses fence our farms plant
our vineyards and orchards and produce everything
that will make our bodies comfortable and happy and
in this manner we intend to build up zion on the
earth

priesthood

the priesthood was that organization or government

in the church through which all activities were controlled

the priesthood duties were binding upon all male members

who participated in it many relic features of the mormon

region were established through priesthood programs of

the churchechurchychurch in a church meeting one might receive a

priesthood call from his leaders to dig a canal build a

road construct a wall or fence or erect a chapel in

discussing the role of the priesthood in the early history

of the mormon west wilford woodruff stated

brigham young discourses vol 9 ppap 2822842822840282 284o284
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we have labored upon this principle for fifty
years you cast your eyes and you see a tabernacle
in the desert you see a city and you may travel
for a thousand miles and you will find this territory
filled with cities towns and villages by what
power have these things been accomplished how has
this desert been made to blossom as the rose I1
will tell you

it is by that power priesthood that we administer
in this day and generation the lord has preserved
his people and they still live here in the valleys
of the mountains 1

followingFollow theinQ leaders

the saints looked upon their ecclesiastical leaders

as being inspired spokesmen for god each church member

had a responsibility to follow and obey any counsel or

instructions given to him by his church leaders the

church officials could command in temporal things as well
2as spiritual brigham young and others could command to

build a road or ditch as well as they could command to keep

the sabbath holy the leaders could receive a revelation
on where to start a settlement or build a railroad as well

as they could receive a revelation on charity or plural

marriage

heber C kimball while talking about the role of

the church leaders in the lives of the saints said this
lt1 have told you a great many times that the word of our

leader and prophet is the word of god to this people M

wilford woodruff discourses volvalvoivai 24240 ppap 242243242

2
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john tayloetaylor discourses vol 21 ppap 293829

heber
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to disobey a leader was certain to bring disapproval and to

risk excommunication from the church and the loss of ones
inheritance and blessings in zion

second coming and millenialismmillennialism

closely associated with the preceding concepts was

the belief that christs coming was imminent and as a

result of their stewardship it was the saints obligation

to prepare the world for this great eventevents this was to

be accomplished by building up zion both physically and

spiritually the following admonition was given to the

saints by wilford woodruff

what other people onan the face of the earth are
preparing for jesus christ the lord jesus christ is
coming to reign on earth the latterdaylatter saintsday cannot
become stereotyped god has decreed that his zion
must progress it becomes us as latterdaylatter saintsday
to realize these things as they are and also our
position and calling before god we must build up the
zion and kingdom of god in these latter days the full
set time has come which the lordlard decreed before the
foundation of the world the great dispensation of
the last days and a people must be prepared for the
coming of the son of man

this preparation included the spreading out and establishing

towns and farms and all other related features

sacrifice
the fact that the saints were willing to give up

or forego many personal possessions and aspirations as well

as valuable time was a key factor in the establishment of

ilfordwilford woodruff discourses vol 16 p 35
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meeting house built the railroad completed through

joseph F smith discourses vol 24 p 1781780
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the mormon culture region the impact of this doctrine is
demonstrated in the following statement

it is written and it is as true as that the sun
shines that except a man is willing to sacrifice
every earthly tie or consideration for the gospels
sake he is not worthy of the kingdom nor of
christ any man who is not willing to sacrifice
everything else for the gospels sake is not worthy
of it and the day will come when he will come
short so that the sooner we are converted to the
truth the better for us and our posterity 1

many times an individuals farming or fence mending or

building had to take second priority because the church

needed a canal dug or a road built

work and perationcooperationaeration
generally speaking most of the initial features

of the mormon culture region were built by cooperative

endeavors rather than by individual attempts the leaders
placed great emphasis on eliminating idleness and working

cooperatively for the good of the entire church

yes cooperation was referred to by brother
taylor the man or woman who is opposed to this is
opposed to god I1 say that they who are opposed
to cooperation are opposed to heaven to their own
welfare to the welfare of their neighbors

Ls writtenand
shinesthat

COO

0 0

we do not wish to cooperate in mercantile affairs
only but we wish to bring the minds of the people
to consider the benefit of uniting and labor together
to make this long and strong pull all together if
we are not one we are not the lords we cannot do
his will nor be his disciples unless we are one
now take hold with union and bring the rock lumber
and ailallali other material that is necessary

Peration
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here our roads built through the mountains I1 would
like to see your farms fenced up and to see good
buildings in this and other towns follow the
spirit of improvement and labor all the capital
there is upon the earth is the bone and sinew of
working men and women wecewere it not for that the
gold and the silver and the precious stones would
remain in the mountains upon the plains and in the
valleys and never would be gathered or brought into
use labor builds our meeting houses temples
court houses fine halls for music and fine school
houses 0

1

these beliefs on cooperation and work affected all phases

in the establishment of the early mormon culture region

though one may reject these beliefs and attitudes
in his own life the point still remains that the mormon

pioneers devoutly believed and practiced them many saints
dueingduringduing the early decades of the church literally gave their
lives in trying to accomplish their perceived respons-

ibilities to god themselves and their fellow men this
dedication and commitment to their religious beliefs is
perhaps the key issue in the development of the mormon

culture region after all it was the religious beliefs
that precipitated their coming west all they had to do to

stay in missouri was give up their religious practices and

attitudes
whether we agree or not with the religious effect

on the mormonsmormons1 perception of their environment it must be

concluded that the mormon culture region was established by

a religiously motivated group furthermore it is difficult

brigham young discourses vol 16 ppap 656665 66
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if not impossible to separate one religious attitudes
from his daily activities especially in the case of the

cormonsmormonsMor whomons consistently tried to bind their religious
and temporal phenomena together

there is little question that the mormons did change

the landscape in their nineteenth century colonizing acti-
vities the unique culture region is known the world over

for its distinctive features one question answered by

this study was the origin of some mormon perceptions which

influenced land use and developed these distinctive
features there is sufficient evidence as has been shown

that many characteristics of the relic mormon culture
region had their origin in religious doctrine believed and

practiced by the early mormon pioneers who settled in the

west

this thesis can best be concluded with this state-
ment

the cultural landscape represents more than simply
the visible physical remains of human activity on the
land it provides insight into human value systems
defines complex relationships between environmental
attitudes and environmental behavior and documents
the preferences of a people with respect t their
surroundings those imprints which man has left
on nature therefore reveal the thinking of a people
about the world around them

ee meinig ppap 1911951911950igl191igi

paul2paulapaul
195

W english and robert C mayfield man space
and environment new york oxford university press 1972
P 9

2

1 see

seace

90



www.manaraa.com

160

certainly one can learn much about a landscape by

studying the people who created it and one can also learn
much about a people by studying the landscape which they

created such has been the case for at least one student

during this study

1
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ABSTRACT

since the first man perceived and used his environ-
ment there has existed a reciprocal manlandman relationshipland
the physical environment provides opportunities for mans
use and also sets limitations man perception and use
of his environment is greatly influenced by his culture
which consists of past experience technology attitudes
and needs it is these factors that determine what a man
willilllii see as possibilities in land use and how he will use
his environment

in the case of the relic mormon culture region
mormon religious beliefs highly influenced perception of
the environment most visual geographical features of the
landscape in the relic mormon culture region were influenced
by religious doctrines and practices general examples of
such landscape features in the region are ruralurbanrural
pattern

urban
agriculture activities and patterns urban land-

scape vegetation irrigation systems buildings settlement
patterns and natural rsouicce exploitation
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